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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 


Material for publication in the February, 
1989, issue of the News Bulletin should be in 
the hands of the Editor, Geoff Monteith, at his 
address on the inside of the front cover by 


Friday, January 20. 
UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS 


Our members change their 
addresses and titles at an alarming rate. Your 
subscription form bears an address label 
showing your current details as per Society 
records. If any details are now out of date 
then please record the changes in the space 
provided. 


names, 


NEWS BULLETIN 


SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE! 


With this issue of the News Bulletin you 
will find your itemised subscription notice for 
1989. This is due and payable on January 1. 
Please note that a surcharge is applicable to 
late payments received after March 1. 


OPTIONAL AIRMAIL RATES 
FOR OVERSEAS MEMBERS 


The Society offers an optional SAL 
postage service for periodicals sent to overseas 
members who wish to pay a surcharge for this 
service. Members may opt to obtain either or 
both the Bulletin and Journal in this manner. 
The following tabulation shows the different 
rates, in Australian dollars, for this service. 
Please add this amount to your subscription 
and nominate which periodical/s you require by 
air. 


Surcharge for SAL Delivery 


One Periodical Both Periodicals 


Zone 1 
(NZ, PNG) 


Zone 2 


(Indonesia, 
Pacific) 


4.00 7.80 


6.40 11.00 


Zone 3 


(Asia) 7.80 15.60 


Zone 4 


(USA, Middle 
East) 


11.00 21.60 


Zone 5 


(Europe, Africa) 12.00 23.60 


STUDENT MEMBERS 


The concession subscription rates offered 
to students only apply for the period of actual 
student enrolment. If you have ceased this 
status then please note this on your 


subscription form and pay the full membership 
rate. 
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EXECUTIVE QUARTERLY 
REPORT 


MEETINGS 


The Executive met on August 11, 
September 16 and October 11, 1988. 


FROM THE MINUTES 


The student award is advertised again in 
this issue of the News Bulletin. Regional 
Councillors now have A3 size copies of the 
advertisement for display on noticeboards, etc. 
and we are hoping to attract many entries. 
To be eligible, the work needs only to have 
been completed whilst enrolled as a full or 
part-time student and written up within 3 
years without substantial modification. Where 
a project has formed part of a professional 
research programme, the judging panel will 
expect a correspondingly high standard. 


Intention to submit an entry should be 
indicated on the proforma on the back of the 
advertisement. 


Assistant Secretary 


The Executive has accepted with regret 
the resignation of Mr Graham Hall from the 
position of Assistant Secretary. Mr David 
Cook, who has recently taken up a temporary 
appointment with the Western Australian 
Department of Agriculture, has agreed to fill 
the vacancy. 


20th and 2ist AGMs 


The Organising Committee for the 20th 
AGM and Scientific Conference has kept the 
Executive informed of their preparations which 
are well in hand. The call for nominations of 
Office Bearers and Councillors appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 


The Canberra members of the Society 
have accepted the Executive's invitation to 
host the AGM in 1990. They have already 
started making plans. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The Executive accepted 11 nominations for 


membership and elected 10 new members. The 
distribution of members is as follows: 

QLD 165 VIC 94 TAS 26 
NSW 148 SA 173 NT 14 
ACT 123 WA 39 O/SEAS 60 


ADDRESS UNKNOWN 8 


Australian Entomological Society 


Membership by categories is: 


Full 565 Honorary 6 
Student 90 Joint 20 
Retired 60 TOTAL 750 


WHERE ARE THEY? 


The Secretary has lost track of the 
following members. Does anyone know their 
new addresses? 


Mr F.R. Allison (QLD) 
Mr M. Cahill (NSW) 

Mr G.W. Cornwell (SA) 
Mr K.D. Fairey (NSW) 
Dr R.J. Hart (NSW) 
Mr M.R. Newton (SA) 
Ms A. Traisiri (WA) 
Mr L. Wilkie (QLD) 


NEW MEMBERS 


NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members: 


Elected August 13, 1988 


Mr J.E.R. Weiss BSc (Hons), 12 Waldemar 
Road, Eaglemont, VIC 3084. John is a 
research assistant at La Trobe University 
currently enrolled in an MSc course. He 
is interested in ecological entomology. 


Elected September 16, 1988 


Mr F.B. Antram, TRAFFIC (OCEANIA), PO 
Box 799, Manly NSW 2095. Francis is 
involved in wildlife trade research and 
has a particular interest in the 
Lepidoptera. He has been a fellow of the 
Royal Entomological Society of London, 


Mr H. Gu BSc, MSc, c/- Department of 
Zoology, The University of New England, 


Armidale, NSW 2351. Hainan is a PhD 
student currently investigating genetic 
and physical environmental factors 


affecting flight and reproduction of the 
light brown apple moth. 


Mr A. Hiller, c/- Mt Glorious’ Biological 
Centre, Main Rd, Mt Glorious, QLD 4520. 
Anthony is a private entomologist with a 
special interest in the Cetoniinae 
[Coleoptera]. 


Mr D. Hochuli, BSc (Hons), c/- Department of 
Zoology, La Trobe University, Bundoora, 
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VIC 3083. Dieter is a PhD student at La 
Trobe. His research involves’_ the 
nutritional ecology oof the common 


armyworm, Mythimna convecta. 


Elected October 11, 1988 


Mr S.C. Barker, BSc (Hons), 


Prof. 


Mrs 


Mr 


Dr 


CSIRO Division 


of Wildlife and Ecology, PO Box 84, 
Lyneham, ACT 2602. Stephen has 
submitted his PhD thesis oon _ the 


systematics of the Phthiraptera and their 


development of host assocations with 
marsupials. He is working as an 
experimental scientist at the above 
address. 

A.J. Beattie, School of Biological 
Sciences, Macquarie University, NSW 
2109. Andrew currently holds the chair 


in this Department. His special interest 
is in ant pollination, insect pollination and 
seed dispersal by ants. 


F.A. Berlandier, BAppSci, 7/15 Deway 
Street, Shelley, WA 6155. Francoise is a 
postgraduate student at Curtin University 
completing A Diploma of National 
Resources. She works part-time at the 
Department of Agriculture on a study of 
the epidemiology of virus diseases in 
lupins. 


S.G. Collins, Entomology Section, Berrimah 


Agricultural Research Centre, Berrimah, 
NT 0823. Stephen is a Technical Officer 
working in tropical economic entomology. 


He hes a_— special interest in the 
Lepidoptera. 

M. Hennig, DipBiol, Molecular 
Neurobiology, RSBS, Australian National 
University, ‘Canberra, ACT 2601. 


Matthias is a PhD student with interests 
in the neurophysiology of invertebrates. 


ADDRESS CHANGES 


A.N. Andersen, CSIRO Division of Wildlife 


and Ecology , Tropical Ecosystems 
Research Centre, PMB 44, Winnellie, NT 
0821 (NT). 

A.J. Allwood, Department of Primary 


Industry and Fisheries, GPO Box 4160, 


Darwin, NT 0801 (NT). 


R.A. Bradley, The Ohio State University, 


1465 Mt Vernon Avenue, Marion, OH 


43302-5695, USA (USA). 


Dr 


Mr 


Dr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


Mr 


I.G. Faithfull, 


P. Flower, 


P.A. 


Page 127 


K.R. Brown, Department of Applied 
Biology, NSW University of Technology, 
PO Box 123, Broadway, NSW 2007 (NSW). 


A. Chinajariyawong, Faculty of Natural 
Resources, Prince of Songkla University, 
Hat Yai 90110, Thailand (QLD). 


I.M. Cook, Entomology Section, Department 


of Primary Industry and Fisheries, GPO 
Box 4160, Darwin, NT 0801 (NT). 


P.J. De Barro, Department of Entomology, 


Waite Agricultural Research 
Glen Osmond, SA 5064 (QLD). 


Institute, 


G. Dodson, 202 Newell Hall, Department of 


Entomology and Nematology, University of 
Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611, USA 
(QLD) 


W.M. Doherty, PO Box 5515, Mail Centre, 


Mackay, QLD 4741 (QLD). 


G.R.G. Everingham, 152 Majors Bay Road, 


Concord, NSW 2137 (NSW). 


58 Neville Street, 
South, VIC 3128 (VIC). 


Box Hill 


T.L. Fenner, Agricultural Quarantine 
Section, Department of Primary Industry 
and Fisheries, GPO Box 2268, Darwin, NT 
0801 (NT). 


134 Gladstone Road, Highgate 
Hill, QLD 4102 (QLD). 


J.D. Gillett, Plant Quarantine and 
Inspection Branch, AQIS, Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy, GPO Hox 
858, Canberra ACT 2601 (NT). 


G.P. Hall, 48 Todd Avenue, Como, WA 6152 


(WA). 


Holdsworth, 156 Evelyn Street, 
Grange, QLD 4051 (QLD). 


The 


L.S. Kuniata, c/- KAM Sugar Ltd, Gusap, 


PO Box 2183, Lae, Papua New Guinea 
(NSW). 
D.J. Merritt, Department of Biological 


Sciences, State University of New York at 
Albany, New York 12222 (QLD). 


G. Murphy, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture 


and Food, Vineland Station, 
Canada LOR 2EO (Canada). 


Ontario, 
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Mr P.G. Niagi ictrs. PO Box 30772, Nairobi, SOCIETY LETTERCARDS 
FOR SALE 


Mr R.G. Piper, c/- MRL Qld, 496 Palmerston 
Highway, Innisfail, Qld 4860 (QLD). 


Dr J. Rheinheimer, Merziger Str. 24, 6700 
Ludwigshafen, West Germany (W. 
Germany). 


Dr P.R. Samson, BSES, PO Box 651, 
Bundaberg, QLD 4670 (QLD). 


Mr D.J. Scambler, 8 Kings Court, Lennox 
Head, NSW 2478 (NSW). 


Schering Pty Ltd, 27-31 Doody Street, 
Alexandria, NSW 2015 (NSW). 


The Secretary, Entomological Society of NSW, 
c/- BCRI, PMB No 10, Rydalmere, NSW 
2116 (NSW). 


Mr  €E.S.C. Smith, Entomology Section, 
Department of (Primary Industry and 
Fisheries, GPO Box 4160, Darwin, NT 
0801 (QLD). | 


Mr G.R. Strickland, Entomology’ § Section, 
Department of Primary Industry and 
Fisheries, GPO Box 4160, Darwin, NT 
0801 (NT). 


Mr J. Trueman, 108 Cowper Street, Dickson, 
ACT 2602 (ACT). 


Mr L.R.I. Velasco, Entomology Department, 
University of the Philippines at Los Banos 
College, Laguna, 3720, Philipines (QLD). 


Mr P.1I. Whelan, Medical Entomology Branch, 
Department of Health and Community 
Services, PO Box 1701, Darwin, NT 5794 
(NT). 


Mr C.G. Wilson, Weeds Section, Department of 
Primary Industry and Fisheries, PO Box 
4160, Darwin, NT 5794 (NT). 


Dr F.R. Wylie (formerly Mr). The Society has produced two, 


quality lettercards based on prize-winning 


drawings from the annual illustration 
NOTI CE competition. They are obtainable from the 
MATERIAL IN THIS NEWS BULLETIN DOES Business Manager: ten for $4.00 
NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE VIEWS or two for $1.00. 
OF THE AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL Postage for ten is $0.95 within Qld 
SOCIETY, AND SHOULD NOT BE REFERRED and $1.05 for other states. 
TO OR REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION Postage for two is $0.37. 


OF THE AUTHOR OF'THE MATERIAL. 


News Bulletin, November 1988 
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REGIONAL NEWS 


(AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 


TERRITORY 


CSIRO Division of Entomology 


Both Phil Spradbery and Lindsay 
Barton-Browne have retired from the Division 
of Entomology in the past few months after 


many years with the Division. Phil will 
continue to work in the Division as an 
honorary research associate and will also 


undertake some contract work. Lindsay is 


migrating north ot Port Stephens with his 
wife. 


The Division has expanded its program on 
screw worm, Chrysomya bezziana, in 
Canberra. Phil Spradbery, Rod Mahon and 
Bob Tozer will examine populations of the fly 
from different parts of its range in Asia and 
Africa to determine if they are all conspecific. 
Some of this work is currently underway at 
Rothamsted under Phil's direction. ‘the second 
pert of the project will determine if the New 
Guinea strain, used for sterile male releases, 
can hybridize successfully with populations 
from potential sources of Australian 
infestations. This work is funded jointly by 
AMLRCD and a variety of government bodies, 
including Bureau of Rural Resources. 


John Curran and Robin Bedding have 
moved trom Hobart to their new laboratories in 


Canberra where they will continue their 
nematology work. Another Hobart exputriate, 
Ruy Akhurst, recently broke his arm while 


cycling to work after he was dive-bombed by a 
very aggressive magpie. 


The Weeds group in Canberra have 
welcomed Jose Serrin who is on exchange from 
Montpellier in France, He replaces Andy 
Walker who will work in Montpellier for three 
years. Jean-Paul Aeschlimann is also visiting 
Canberra for a few days during which time he 
described the progress on the biological 
control agents for thistles. 


Roger Farrow was invited to attend two 
meetings which aimed to develop research 
initiatives into the control of the African 
desert locust by non-insecticidal means. The 
current plague of the locust is the worst this 
century and is now out of control. The work 
is to be funded by aid donors. The first 
meeting was held by the International Centre 


of Insect Physiology and Ecology in Nairobi 
and discussed work that will be undertaken at 
that centre. The second meeting was held in 
Tucson by the United Nations Devclopment 
Program. Research to be undertaken at this 
centre could involve a number of countries 
including Australia. We were surprised (but 
pleased) to see that Roger is already back, for 
when he arrived in Singapore he found that he 
did not have a confirmed reservation for 
Australia and that there were no seats 
available on any flights until the beginning of 
December. 


Australian National Insect Collection 


The move of part of ANIC (a little known 
acronym for the Australian National insect 
Collection) into the new building has taken 
place. The disruption was minimal, mainly 
because the relevant collections remain in situ, 
awaiting decisions on compactors. Those 
taxonomists who have moved are Zimmie, whose 
wrath has scarcely subsided after having his 
retirement weevil studies dismissed as a 


hobby, Dave Rentz and John  Balderson 
(Orthoptera), Mary Carver (Hemiptera) and 
Pete Cranston (Diptera). Their recently 


evacuated rooms now house Ken Key, Marianne 
Horak, Ev Britton and Barry Moore. 


Ebbe Nielsen has returned from his 
travels enthusing about progress in cladistics 
in Laurasia - it seems that this method is fast 
becoming the new paradigm in wider fields. 
Where do the iconoclasts go next? =Ebbe 
participated in both the Stockholm Hennig 
Society meeting and the ensuing Hobel meeting 
on phylogeny. Penny Greenslade, also 
self-financed on her travels to India and 
Europe, reported back on the Xth International 
Collogium on Soil Zoology running together 
with the VII International Collogium = on 
Apterygota. In London, besides looking at the 
Rhyniella series of fossil Collembola, she was 
the sole Australian representative at the Royal 
Entomological Society of London's summary of 
the year long Project Wallace expedition to 
Sulawesi. Penny soon makes a short visit to 
Macquarie Island looking for scil arthropods 
and chironomids (I hope!). 


John Lawrence has returned from 
combining a vacation with lecturing in 
California and Kansas and collecting beetles in 
Oklahoma (he tells us that they do have 
some). Next, John and Tom Weir are heading 
to Hattah Lake National Park (Western 
Victoria) in a determined effort to associate 
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unusual Paussid (Carabidae) adults with their 
putative larvae. 


Bob Taylor has becn travelling too - 
visiting myrmecophilous colleagues in Japan 
under the auspices of the Japanese Ministry of 
Education, talking to colleagues from Okinawa 
to Sapporo. Bob didn't divulge how effective 
he found his studies of Japanese language at 
evening classes. 


Visitors to the ANIC include coleopterists 
Ross and Joyce Hell, from the University of 
Vermont, who will be in Australia until May 
1989, studying the scarce family Rhysodidae. 
Early efforts in SE Australia haven't been too 
rewarding, but they will travel north later. 
Michael Hansen's studies on Hydrophilidae 
progress amidst a plethora of new genera and 
computer print out. 


The Coopers and Cladistics discussion 
group starts to draw systematists from out of 
town. The latest meeting had Chris 
Thompson, USDA Dipterist, Rod McFarlane, 
DSIR bee and asilid entomologist, and several 
out-of-staters in attendance, most of whom 
took the opportunity to attend the concurrent 
IUBS (International Union of Biological 
Scientists)/ ICZN (International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature) meeting. Ebbe 
Nielsen assisted in the organisation of this 
meeting, spoke on the problems of big data 
bases (catalogues and/or checklists) and did a 
great PR job for the National Collection to the 
international bio-political community. In a 
second IUBS-linked workshop on biological 
indicators, Dan Faith (CSIRO Wildlife) 
reanalysed the physico-chemical and 
predominantly entomological data from LaTrobe 
River surveys, suggesting that different 
(better) statistical approaches were needed 
(and could be provided by said speaker). 
Pete Cranston asserted that better taxonomy 
was required before indicator status could be 
assessed, but didn't offer to provide the 
necessary identification service himself. The 
predominant message from this meeting was 
how poorly we know the aquatic insect fauna 
on this continent compared with the northern 
hemisphere, and how important is monitoring of 
our limited water resources. 


Australian National University 


Over the road at ANU, Penny Gullan 
reports that, entomologically, all is quiet, 
except for the hum of computers running 
phylogenetic analyses and the tapping of 
keyboards, as PhD students battle to complete 
writing against the looming graduate tax. 


Australian Entomological Society 


Tingkui Quin, Sunita Bhatti and John Trueman 
proved to be closet nomenclaturalists by 
attending the IUBS/ICZN ' meetings and 
subsequent discussion groups. I can't reveal 
which eides of the useage/priority fence they, 
or ANIC attenders sat, 


Writing up hasn't completely prevented 
Chris Reid from field work. He and Gerry 
Cassis regularly return raving about what a 
good, early season it is this year. Gerry has 
been finding new Mirids out the back on Black 
Mountain, including his favourite Drosera 
raiding bugs. 


The Australian Plague Locust Commission 


All is quiet on the locust front so far this 
season. Despite high numbers of many 
grasshopper species there is only a low, 
though widespread, population of Australian 
plague locust (Chortoicetes terminifera) in 
western NSW, western Queens an outh 
Australia. There has been very little follow 
up rain to maintain the green vegetation that 
existed after record autumn and winter rains. 
Surveys show that locust numbers are static 
and in some areas are declining. 


On the research front, Kim Bryceson has 
recently returned from the University of Lund 
in Sweden where she was processing NOAA 
AVHRR data, producing vegetation indices and 
correlating them with locust density , 
vegetation type and condition on 4 
latitude/longitude basis. We have begun using 
satellite imagery in conjunction with survey 
and control. 


David Hunter, our entomologist, spent 3 
wonths in Argentina over winter studying the 
origins of plagues of the South American locust 
(Schistocerca cancellata) and assisting with 
survey and spray operatinos. He is currently 
working on diapause in C. terminifera and its 
parasites. . 


The Commission now has an officer, based 
in Longreach, studying the spur-throated 


locust (Nomadacris ttulosa) and migratory 
locust (Locusta migratoria) on a4 full time 
basis. The N. ttulosa population is low 
although there is a small area at swarm density 


just east of Camooweal. 


Joanne Daly and Pete Cranston 
Regional Councillors 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Department of Agriculture 


Chief Entomologist, Nic Monzu and David 
Yeates paid a whistle-stop visit to Kununurra 
early in August. Nic was keeping up contacts 
with his antipodean staff and making sure that 
Peter McFadden was settling in to life in the 
far north. He was also jousting on the 


administrative field sorting out some 
administrative matters. In the meantime, 
David examined the fruit fly trapping 
programme being conducted in the area. 

The Australian State Quarantine 


Entomologists held their annual meeting in 
Perth for 3 days in the last week of 
September. Hot topics for discussion included 
the Lindsay Quarantine Review Committee 
report, discretionary tolerances on imports and 
computer data bases for pests. This was the 
first time that the quarantine entos have 
convened in Perth and David Yeates suspects 
that the move had something to do with his 
recent appointment as WA's first Quarantine 
Ento. 


Left to right) Alex 


DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE OF QUARANTINE ENTOMOLOGISTS IN PERTH IN SEPTEMBER: 
erauds as), Bi 
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Peter Davis spoke to the meeting about 
the green snail eradication programme and took 
delegates on a tour of infestations in the Perth 
metropolitan area. 


Anne Hill has taken up a 6 month 
secondment as a Consultant with the public 
Service Board of WA. We will see if Anne 
finds wrestling mountains of paper preferable 
to wresting recalcitrant sheep. 


In Anne's absence, David Cooke has been 
appointed to the Sheep Blowfly Group. David 
has recently handed in his PhD thesis - 
"Sexual selection in the dung beetle, 
Onthophagus binodis Thunberg (Coleoptera : 
Scarabaciiae)"” His work was done at the 
University of WA in conjunction with the 
CSIRO Division of Entomology at Perth. 


Department of Conservation and Land 
Management 


Gordon Friend and David Mitchell have 
been looking at the effects of fire on ground 
dwelling invertebrates (especially spiders and 
beetles) in wheatland stands of eucalypts, 
especially Wandoo. Sampling involves pitfall 
trapping, beating and sweeping. The study 
plans to obtain 18 months pre-burn followed by 
4 years post-burn data. 


| 


Yarrow (Qld), Railanc nne (W 


’ 
David Yeates (WA), John Gillette (ACT), Andy Sproul (WA), Ted Fenner (NT), Bob 
Paton (ACT), Brian Read (NSW), Mohamed Mekhamer (Vic). 
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In August, Jill Landsberg gave a seminar 
on her work on herbivery in remnant 
ecualyptus stands, On the 25th of August Jill 
travelled down to Manjimup to view projects in 
that part of the world. Later she travelled to 
Geraldon where she again gave her seminar, 
this time to a meeting of the Ecological 
Society. 


In September, Janet Farr gave a seminar 
- "Insect/Host plant Interelationships of 
raba pugens" at the Department. of 
eee on and Land Management quarters in 
omo. 


CSIRO 


James Ridsdill-Smith travelled to 
Melbourne for the Grassland Invertebrates 
Conference where he was able to catch up with 
colleagues involved in similar research. 


Honours student Phil Walker is winding 
up his project with James Ridsdill-Smith and 
Lyn Abbott on the effect of dung beetles on 
microbial activity in dung. 


Collaborative work with the WA 
Department of Agriculture was commenced. 
Initially it involves a three month preliminary 
study investigating resistance of pasture 
legumes of RLEMS. If significant variation is 
found it is hoped to establish a longer term 
programme to elucidate the factors which 
confer resistance on plants. All in all much 
sampling, of pasture insects and beetle pests 
of potatoes, is being done, 


On September 2nd, James Ridsdill-Smith 
and John Matthiessen gave a seminar titled 
"Introduction to current projects - CSIRO 
Entomology", to a meeting of local members of 
the AES. The meeting was used as an 
opportunity for members to view the new 
laboratory facilities recently occupied by the 
Entomology group. A news team for the ABC's 
"7.30 Report" was also present interviewing 
staff in relation to recent publicity 
surrounding funding cuts to CSIRO. Members 
retired for convivial drinks afterwards. 


Zan Mazanec, who recently retired from 
CSIRO and took up an Honorary Fellowship 
position, submitted his PhD thesis on Jarrah 
leaf miner. 


Regretfully, during this period, Graham 
Hall, a Technical Officer with the Division of 
Entomology for the past 12 years, was made 
redundant. Graham worked on blowflies in 
Canberra and on screwworm in New Guinea 
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before shifting to Perth where his main project 
was dung beetles. 


Curtin University of Technology 


A number of papers which should be of 
interest to entomologists were presented at the 
Ecological Society of Australia symposium. 
This was on the topic ‘Australian Ecosystems: 
200 Years of Utilization, Degradation and 
Reconstruction’. The relevant papers are: 


Barbara York Main - Restoration of biological 


scenarios: the role of museum 
collections. 
Adrianne Kinnear - Soil faunal communities: 


some lessons from a species analysis of 
soils in the eastern goldfields region of 
Western Australia. . 


Jill Landsberg - How important is the 
understorey for the survival of remnants 
of native woodlands on farms? 


Ray Wills - The European honeybee in 
Australian ecosystems - ecological effects 
of selective foraging and implications for 
management. 


Alan Andersen - Ants as indicators of habitat 


quality in Australian terrestrial 
ecosystems, 

Jonathan Majer - Land reclamation: when will 
the animals return? 

Barry Fox - Two hundred years of 
disturbance: how it has aided our 


understanding of succession in Australia. 


These papers are to be published in the 
proceedings of the symposium. Prior to the 
symposium, Harry Recher (University of New 
England) and Alan Andersen (CSIRO Division 
of Wildlife and Ecology) visited Jonathan Majer 
respectively to discuss the arboreal insect 
project and the Kimberley rainforest ant 
survey data. 


[ WICTORIA 
LaTrobe University 


Ian Thornton has been  vociferously 
professing of late, with pieces in_ the 
‘'Australian', the Melbourne ‘'Age' and a4 paper 
to council entitled 'Take up the Mace!’ (copies 
from his secretary). 
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Tim New, recently appointed Chair of the 
IUCN/SSC Lepidoptera group has been in 
Hawaii on a short sojourn to the Bishop 
Museum. 


Dr Martin Meinander of Finland visited for 
discussions on lacewings and Psocoptera with 
Tim New and lan Thornton. 


Also on Psocoptera, Evan Schmidt's 
doctoral studies in Tasmania have produced a 
report to the Tasmanian Department of Lands, 
Parks and Wildlife on the arboreal Psucoptera 
of the Tasmanian World Heritage area. 


Crant Farrell's PhD _ thesis, 'The 
morphology, biology and ecology of two colonial 
scale insects (Coccoidea) on Acacia 
(Mimosaceae) in south-eastern Australia’ has 
come through. Grant is presently tutoring in 
the Zoology Department and assisted Don Ewart 
and Ben Oldroyd presenting this year's forest 
entomology course at the University of 
Melbourne. Don submitted. his PhD thesis 
‘Aspects of the ecology of the _ termite 
Coptotermes lacteus' in late July and with 
teaching at two universities and the Institute 
of Early Childhood Development, is up to his 
armpits in marking. 


Co-operation with ANU on the cricket 
project has seen visits exchanged by 
physiologists Paul Cooper and John Weiss in 
July and September. 


Seamus Ward attended the Grassland 
Invertebrate Conference and also the Aphid 
workshop in Canberra. 


Penny Kukuk, Fulbright scholar with 
Ross Crozier in NSW, visited with 
post-doctoral fellow Michael Schwarz to discuss 
native bees. 


Monash University 


Dr Kathelijne Letevere of Belgium visited 
Monash whilst on holiday in October and 
presented a seminar on termination of diapause 
in adult Colorado potato beetles. 


University of Melbourne 


Colorado again. Jon Martin has been at 
the University of South Colorado for one week 
in August, continuing his chironomid 
collaboration of 20 years with Dr James 
Sublette. Following this he presented a paper 
at the Simuliid Conference at the University of 
Toronto. 
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Charlie Webb of Darwin visited for a few 
days in early July (leaving his briefcase in 
Jon's garage on departure which necessitated a 
hurried dash from the airport to retrieve it). 


Sally Constable (who only recently gained 
her PhD) has taken up a post-doc at Cornell 
with Ross McIntyre exploring the 
glycerophosphate cycle in Drosophila. 


Museum of Victoria 


Alan Yen presented the invertebrate case 
at the joint Museum of Victoria - Royal Society 
of Victoria Symposium on the Mallee. 


Mark Harvey recently spoke to the 
Victorian Entomological Society on the joys of 
water mites. 


Six weeks on Cape York Peninsula sounds 
like a prize holiday, but it's work for Ken 
Walker and Tim New who will be collecting bces 
and lacewings. 


Keith Turnbull Research Institute 


The historic release of Echium leaf-miner 
Dialectica scalariella owas made during 
September. This Is the first release of a 
biological control agent to control Paterson's 
Curse since court injunctions were placed on 
CSIRO in 1980. Ros Shepherd is presently 
mass rearing, and releasing D. scalariella as 
well as monitoring the releases. 


Robin Adair is now conducting host 
specificity tests on Chrysolina progressa, the 
second insect nrcught to Kustralia for 
biological control of Boneseed and Bitou Bush. 


El Bruzzese reports that the Thistle 


Receptacle Weevil, Rhinocyllus conicus will be 
released in November on Variegated Thistle. 


Despite their heavy schedule, staff of 
KTRI found time in September to open their 
labs to an appreciative class of second-year 
Monash Zoology students for which Don would 
like to publicly thank them. 


CSIRO Division of Forest and Forest 
Products 


Prof. Minoru Tamashiro of the University 
of Hawaii took a brief break from his whirlwind 
holiday tour of Australia and New Zealand 
(including Expo) to meet with John French and 
Don to discuss baiting techniques and IPM 
strategies against subterranean’ termites, 
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particularly the use of physical barriers of 
crushed rock, which are now in the Hawaiian 
building codes. Prof. Tamashiro is retired or 
more precisely retiring, in an enlightened 
policy, his time fraction is being progressively 
phased down, finishing in 1990. 


Plant Research Institute, Burnley 
Entomologists from PRI hosted the Fifth 


Australian Conference on Grassland 
Invertebrate Ecology held at Melbourne 
University from 15-19 August. The 
conference, whose theme was "Maximising 


Pasture Production in Australia and the Pacific 
Region", attracted 62 delegates from Australia, 
New Zealand, USA and UK. tThe sessions 
covered biological, chemical and integrated 
control, farm management, pest and plant 
ecology, breeding for resistance and damage 
assessment. Opening and closing addresses 
were presented by John Longworth (DSIR, NZ) 
and Max Whitten, respectively. Keynote 
addresses were presented by Ross Field, Peter 
Allsop, Peter Allen, Mr A.W. Morley (The 
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals 
Association of Australia Ltd) and Mr D. Couley 
(Australian Wool Corporation). Trans-Tasman 
rivalry spawned considerable debate and 
discussion on the research into the many 
insect pests Australia and New Zealand have in 
common. Copics of the Conference Proceedings 
may be ordered from the Convenor, Peter 
Stahle. 


Robin Bedding visited Gordon Berg, Paul 
Horne, Peter Ridland and Peter Williams in 
October to discuss collaborative work on the 
control of redheaded pasture cockchafer and 
garden weevil using entomopathogenic 
nematodes. 


Michael Braby and Don Ewart 
lant asi 
IRORTHERN TERRITORY 


NT Health - Medical Entomolo Branch 


The Branch is once again in the thick of 
the salt marsh mosquito season and all staff 


are involved with salt marsh surveys and 
ground or aerial operations. 
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drainage on one part of the swamp has needed 
a lot of silt and vegetation removal this year, 
and because of delays for access, there have 
been more mosquitoes this season compared 
with recent years. 


Wendy Kelton has been assessing the 
mosquito problems in Pine Creek and had to 
take a well earned rest at Expo. 

DNA probe 


The Anopheles farauti s.1l. 

project is proceeding very well. Dave Booth 
is liasing with Rod Mahon at CSIRO and the 
Army Research Unit to clarify the existence of 
An. farauti No. 2 in the NT. We are not sure 
if the haggard morning visage is caused by all 
the microscope gazing or the arrival of his new 
daughter Zoe. | 


Peter Whelan has managed to escape the 
irate phone calls from the public (in relation to 
the current mosquito plagues) for a few days, 
to do a mosquito control consultancy job for a 
development project in Timor, Indonesia. He 
has also made a few trips to Katherine to 
adivse on control of an extensive mosquito 
problem caused by waste water disposal at new 


development sites and some perpetual problem 
sites near the town, 


Museum of the Northern Territory 


Wayne Houston has recently commenced a 
project, supervised by Mali Malipatil on the 
bicecology of insect pests of cashew, The 
work will be conducted over 3 years at 
Wildman River and is jointly funded by 
NABISCO and the Australian Special Rural 
Research Fund (ASRRF). 


CSIRO - Tropical Ecosystems Research Centre 


Alan Andersen and Mark Lonsdale 
presented a paper on insect herbivores at a 
recent conference on savannahs in Darwin. 
This was the first time that these savannah 
conferences had been held in Australia and 
was sponsored by CSIRO and UNESCO's "Man 
and the Biosphere" project. As a result of 
discussions during the week which highlighted 
the aspect that although insects were 
considered to be very important in the ecology 
of savannahs, their contribution was poorly 
understood, Alan, Jim Hoult of Townsville and 
Braulio Diaf from Brasil will, over the next 2 


years, produce a review paper on insect 


In between helicopter surveys of the herbivores in tropical savannahs. 


marshes, Graeme Dobson has been assessing 
and supervising the annual maintainence of the 
mosquito drains throughout Darwin. The 


Alan reports that Peter Jacklyn who is 
completing his PhD at Syndey University, has 
produced a model to predict changes in the 
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mound orientation of the magnetic termite, 
Amitermes meridionalis, due to latitude, 
longitude and local topography. The species 
is restricted to poorly drained soils and to 
regulate the temperature the mounds are 
orientated to the sun using magnetism. 


Alan also talked with Tony Press, Project 
Officer with ANPWS at Kakadu National Park 
who is investigating aspects of the population 
biology of the spectacular  Leichhardt's 


grasshopper, Petasida ephippigera. 


As a follow up to the recent faunal 
surveys of Kimberley rain forest thickets, Alan 
has been interviewed on local radio to discuss 
his ideas on ants as indicators of habitat 
quality in Australian terrestrial ecosystems and 
has received identifications of two new families 
of pseudoscorpions for Australia from litter 
samples. 


Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 
(DPIF) 


DPIF, Weeds Section 


Dresden and Vietnam were revisited and 
combined in a recent exercise to burn an 
extensive area of Mimosa killed by natural 
dieback on the Adelaide River floodplain. The 
group used a helicopter to drop lighted globs 
of alumogel in a circular pattern in an attempt 
to initiate a firestorm effect. They report that 
although not completely successful, the 
resultant fire burned for three days - what do 
you need for successful burn?. Meanwhile, 
the reasons for the initial dieback will be 
examined thoroughly during the coming year. 


The Section also displayed a poster on 
"Management of Mimosa" at the recent 
Savannah Conference in Darwin. 


DPIF, Agricultural Quarantine Section 


Ted Fenner attended the Plant Quarantine 
Entomologists' Meeting in Perth during 
September where it was notable that for the 


first time, all States and the NT were 
represented. Recently, Ted has been busy 
helping to develop the Northern Australian 


Cuarantine Strategy (NAQS). 


DPIF, Entomology Section 


Screw worm fly monitoring continues to 
take a lot of the Section's resources and time. 
A Technical Officer, Ms Haidee Brown, has 
been appointed but she awaits a vehicle and an 
assistant to effectively carry out the work. 
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Trapping catches from 15 sites in the NT are 
currently producing about 10,000 calliphorids 
per week in this program. 


Steve Collins and Geoff Strickland have 
investigated a problem of termites in a large 
(74,000 plant) vineyard at Ti Tree, some 200 
km north of Alice Springs. In some areas, up 
to 30% of vines have been attacked by 
(probably) a Microcerotermes sp. 


Following the recent’ discovery of 
European Foul Brood in imported hives, a 
Territory wide inspection of hives has been 
conducted. Of over 1000 hives inspected, 400 
samples have been submitted for analysis to 
the NSW Department of Agriculture. No 
samples were shown to be infected with either 
European or American Foul Brood. 


Cashew entomology will become a priority 
research area in the next three years following 
the Australian Special Rural Research Fund 
(ASRRF) approval of a package of cashew 
projects. An entomologist will be employed 
from 1989-92 to develop control methods for 
the major insect pests while CSIRO will 
undertake Mastotermes control research and 
the NT Museum will study the bivecology of 
insect fauna in the cashew plantation, 


Stuart Smith 
ouncillor 


| IREW SOUTH WALES 


e n 


SYDNEY METROPOLITAN NEWS 


Forest Commission of NSW 


The Sirex noctilio outbreak on Pinus 
radiata has spread to the Bathurst region. A 
programme of biological control is underway. 


Army Malaria Unit, Ingleburn 
During mid-September, Richard Piper and 


Steve Doggett collected microsporidian 
parasites of mosquitoes in northern 
Queensland. Steve Frances visited the US 


during September to consult with Lew Rutledge 
and Raj Gupta at the Letterman Army Institute 
of Research at San Francisco concerning 
techniques for evaluating insect repellants. 
Tony Sweeney also visited the US to attend 
the Society of Invertebrate Pathology meetings 
in San Diego and to visit the Boyce-Thompson 
Institue, Ithaca, New York to study mosquito 
pathogens. 
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anes ta and Chemical Research Instituic, 
Ry cemere 


As well as attending the International 
Congress in Vancouver, BCRI staff did other 
things. Grahame Baker presented a paper on 
nematode-host coevolution, and went to UC 
Berkeley to work with George Poinar on the 
nematode Amphimermis, Andrew Beattie went to 
uc Riverside to study citrus orchard pests, 
and Paul Hughes went to Baton Rouge, LA to 
attend the third Livestock Insect Conference. 


BCRI has become the national centre for 
miticide resistance testing. According to Vic 
Edge, who presented his findings recently in 
Shepparton, Vic, resistance to two widely-used 
miticides has been detected in 2-spotted mite 
populations of Goulburn Valley pear orchards, 


Madame Wang Yean, from the Guangdong 
Entomological Institute, Guangzhou, China will 
be conducting research on citrus scale insects 
at BCRI for the next 12 months. She has 
previously worked on the taxonomy of 


Trichogramma, the ecology and morphology of 
nagrus, and the taxonomy of entomophagous 
sometoton. 


Alan Clift attended a SCA workshop on 
the impact of computer based information 
systems on pasture end crop production at the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture, Burnley. 
Royce Holtkamp and Grant Heron attended an 
aphid workshop in Canberra. Royce Holtkamp 
and Grahame Baker attended the 5th Australian 
Conference on Grassland Invertebrates at the 
University of Melbourne. 


Murray Fietcher, John MacDonald, and 
Graham Brown attended the Nomenclature 
Workshop in Canberra (see separate report in 
this Bulletin). Murray Fletcher was recently 
cited in a cheap Sydney tabloid for presenting 
a seminar on "The Use of Genitalia in 
Agriculture". [Maybe next time he'll make 
Page 3}. 


Visitors included: Bruce Halliday, ANIC, 
on mites, and Penny Gullan end Tingkui Quin, 
ANU, on coccids. 


Macleay Museum, University of Sydney 


Woody Ilorning has been busy helping set 
up an exhibition marking the Centenary of the 
Macleay Museum (the exhibition will still be up 
during next years's AGM in Sydney). He has 
also edited a new book on the history of the 
Macleay collections. 
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Overseas visitors included Norm Gary 
from University of California, Davis, an expert 
on bee behaviour. 


Australian Museum 


Museum Associate Gunther Theischinger 
has been awarded a Smithsonian Fellowship to 
work at the US National Museum. The USNM 
houses the Alexander Collection of Craneflies, 
(Family Tipulidae), containing many types of 
the more than 10,000 species of craneflies 
described from around the world by C.P. 
Alexander during his very productive lifetime. 
Gunther, who has been working on the 
Australian fauna, has already isolated several 
hundred undescribed species. While at the 
USNM, it will be hard to keep him away from 
his favourite aquatic groups, especially the 
Megaloptera. Congratulations Gunther! 


Museum Associate Don Scambler, has 
recently departed the Big Smoke for a more 
sybaritic lifestyle on the NSW North Coast. 
He was a regular visitor to the Museum where 
he pursued his interest in the Cerambycidae. 
He can be contacted at: 1 Bernard Street, 
Ballina, NSW 2478. 


A pair of beautiful new books containing 
reproductions of the exquisite paintings of 
Australian moths and butterflies and native 
flowers by the 19th Century illustrators 
Harriet and Helena Scott was recently launched 
at the Museum's new library. The coloured 
plates (as well as copies of the uncolored 
lithographs) of the Scott sisters had been in 
the Museum archives for years and are 
currently on display in the Library. The 
books are a must for anyone interested in 
nature illustration, Australian Lepidoptera, or 
the history of Australian natural history. Ted 
Edwards from the ANIC attended the book 
launch. 


Don Quicke from the University of 
Sheffield was at the Australian Museum for 4 
weeks on a Museum “Visiting Fellowship. 
During this time he worked closely with Geoff 
Holloway on the large wet and dry collections 
of Braconidae. Don discovered a number of 
unusual Australian braconids during his stay. 


Other visitors: Henry and Ann Howden 
from Ottawa at the start of a _ six-month 
Scarabeid collecting trip around Australia; 
Marta Goula from the University of Barcelona, 
vi Miridae; Wayne Davis from Californias on 
bird-wing butterflies; University of Queensland 
entomologists Tony Clarke  (Scelionidae), 
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Margaret Schneider ana Greg Daniels (both 
Diptera), Elaine Schuter from Macquarie 
University on bracken-fern insects. 


Universit of Sydney, Department of Plant 
Pathology and Seccultical Satoentoey 

Mark Stevens married Fiona on 17th 
September. He was also awarded a Norman 


Scott Noble Scholarship to help undertake his 
PhD research. 


Fred McDonald recently returned from a 2 
week collecting trip to Proserpine. He 
collected some pentatomids and a variety of 
other insects. 


Soil burrowing cockroaches featured on 
page 1 of the Sydney Morning Herald. Sales 
of the live cockroaches are proceeding very 
slowly. 


University of NSW, School of Biol. Sciences 


Barry Fox (new to these pages?) 
continues his work on ant community structure 
along moisture gradients, ant succession 
following sand mining, and the effect of ant 
community composition on competition between 
dominant species of Iridomyrmex. Barry's 
student Alan York is working on the effects of 
time since fire, and fire frequency, on the ant 
succession in open forest. 


In Ross Crozier's lab, Michael Crosland is 
writing up his PhD thesis on ant. kin 
recognition. Visitor Dr Joan  Herbers 
(University of Vermont) has suffered a setback 
from the recent bushfires. Her sites for 
studying polydomy (multinestedness) have been 
obliterated. The honey bee _ mitochondriul 
genes are yielding interesting comparisons with 
equivalent genes in Drosophila. 


The School has recently been joined by 
Dr 4H. Gert de  Couet, a molecular 
neurogeneticist working on Drosuphila. He is 
sequencing the eya gene with the intention of 
determining its mode of action. 


Pesreee aereny: Department of Public 
ealth, Westmea osp 


Richard Russell returns in November from 
his busy Churchill Fellowship program and a 
holiday in Europe. Meanwhile Merilyn Geary 
and Danielle Heilpern have spent a lot of time 
computerising the collections and previous 
results, as well as working with Quarantine in 


surveying imported tyres for the “illegal 
immigrant" 


mosquito Aedes albopictus, and 
updating the laboratory procedures manual for 
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accreditation as a reference Medical Entomology 
Laboratory. Investigations on _ insecticide 
susceptibility of larval populations of Culex 
annulirostris are about to start, as well. 
"Mossie Monograph" progress - Volumes 6, 9 
and 10 will be available early next year and 
will be sent out then. 


Macquarie University, School of Biol. Sciences 


Andy Beattie's lab is making progress in 
understanding ant pollination of two species of 
native orchids, and the impact of ants on 
orchid population genetics. They have 
gathered the first detailed evidence of floral 
foraging by ants, and say that it doesn't 
conform to any previous theory. The lab was 
recently a site for bright lights and media 
people, preparing the October 26 Quantum 
segment on antibiotic secretions of bullants. 


lan Oliver has changed his honours topic, 
to look at ants as keystone species on Acacia. 


In the world of aphids, Dianne Morris has 
been appointed as Technical Officer to complete 
the work on Schoutedenia population biology. 
Rose Cowen, Eren Turak and Dinah Hales 
continue to work on cereal aphids in the 
genera Sitobion and Rhopalosiphum, and would 
welcome contact from anyone, anywhere in 
Australia, who would'be willing to send live 
specimens. Rose, Eren and Dinah all attended 
the Aphid Workshop in Canberra and reported 
on some of the cereal aphid work. 


Andy, Dinah and Dick Frankham have 
just completed an honours seminar series on 
biological control (in the broadest sense) and 
heard excellent seminars from each of our 
fifteen honours students. 


University of Technology , Sydney 


Peter Miller looks forward to more 
emphasis on research now the former Institute 
has become a University, and is continuing 
with contract testing work. He maintains an 
interest in IGR's, though his major effort is 
Swinging towards microencapsulation. Peter 
will be on PEP next year at an undisclosed 
destination. Before you start worrying, that 
means “Professional Experience Program" - i.e. 
study leave. David Slater, Technical Manager 
of Flick, is doing an MSc in Environmental 
Toxicology on effects of ant control spraying 
on other soil insects. Speaking of Flick, Peter 
and other’ university and government 
entomologists were among the guests at the 
launching of the new computerised Flick truck, 
designed to maximise safety in domestic and 
industrial pest control. 
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University of NSW (CERIT) 


The CERIT Insect Control Seminar Series, 
erganised by Heloisa Mariath, is proving a 
great success and has drawn many old and 
new friends to CERIT both to Hsten and 
contribute. CERIT has been especially pleased 
to welcome students from Sydney and 
Macquarie Universities. The talks have ranged 
far and wide within the 'Insect Control’ theme 
but the standard has been uniformly high! 
Speakers have included: Heloisa Mariath 
(CERIT) on ‘Insect neuropeptides - new leads 
to insect control?', Jenny Anderson (CERIT) 
on ‘Sheep blowfly management in the arid 
zone’, Dinah Hales (Macquarie University) on 
‘Host plant resistance and aphid genetics', 
Garry Levot (NSW Agriculture and Fisheries) 
on ‘Seasonal changes in spocies composition 
and abundance of flies on poultry farms and 
effect of control measures', Robin Gunning 
(NSW A ture and Fisheries) on 
"Development of pyrethroid resistance in the 
cotton bollworm', and Paul Hughes (NSW 
Agriculture and Fisheries) on ‘Is resistance 
important?'. 5till to come are talks by Harley 
Rose (Sydney University) on ‘Biochemical 
resistance mechanisms in grain beetles', Chris 
Virgona (CSIRO-CERIT) on ‘Neurophysiology 
of DDT-Pyrethroid action', and Chris Orton 
who is left wondering what remains for him to 
say about ‘Chemical control of insect damage'. 


Next year CERIT plans to hold a series 
on another theme - possibly related specifically 
to insecticides and with (hopefully!) some 
speakers from the insecticide-producer and 
user- industries, Anyone is welcome to 
attend. If you would ike to receive notice of 
the seminars, have suggestions or wish to 


contribute, please cal] Heloisa Mariath or Chris 
Orton at CERIT on (02) 399 0344. 


Recent visitors to CERIT huve included 
Bryan Lett, Simon Hennessey and Michael 
Gibian (Samuel Taylor) who came to confer on 
new insect control projects and new 
developments at CERIT, lan Russell (CSIRO - 
Wool Technology), who discussed fabric pests, 
fabric testing and Pyrethroid treatment of wool 


and Jeremy Cox (Syntex Animal Health) and 
John Ardley (Wellcome Australia) who came on 
fact-finding visits. 


A special note of thanks to Sandy Smith, 
Chris Hunt, Lisu Warrener, Gaye Weller and 
everyone at CSIRO Entomology who took great 
care of Belinda Wilson (CERIT) during her 
recent five day visit to that Division. 
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Dinah Hales and Dan Bickel 
ouncillors 
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NSW COUNTRY NEWS 


NSW Agriculture and 
cultur nstitute 


Fisheries, Yanco 


David James returned from a 5 weck 
recreational overseas break just in time to 
compile these notes! 


The parasitoid liberation project, for 
biocontrol of spined citrus bug in the MIA, 
swung into action in early September on a 
dozen or so orchards in the Cudgel and 
Paynters Siding districts near Yanco. Early 
sampling of bug eggs indicates promising levels 
of parasitism, which hopefully will prevent the 
catastrophic bug population build up which 
occurred in some lemon orchards in these areas 
last summer. 


Ed Jones is to briefly emerge from 
retirement this summer to continue his work on 
chemical treatments for rice bloodworms. The 
MIA rice industry and interested chemical 
companies have agreed to fund Ed's work for 
this season so that some loose ends can be tied 


up. 


Karen O'Malley and David James 
established 22 sampling sites for earth mites in 
August in an area stretching from Tocumwal in 
the south, Tumut in the east, Forbes in the 
north and Hay to the west. These will be 
visited monthly by Karen to obtain data on 
earth mite population biology and ecology. 


David addressed a meeting of about 100 
citrus growers in Griffith in August on citrus 
pest control. Concern was expressed by a 
number of growers on the problems caused by 
Fuller's rose weevil, spined citrus bug and 
soft scales. 


NSW Agriculture and Fisheries, Tamworth 


Since early September John Hoskings and 
Paul Sullivan have been immersed in the 
Patterson's Curse biocontrol project. They 
have been responsible for distributing potted 
Curse infested with the larvae of the imported 
leafminer Dialectica scalariella to various 
centres in country NSW. Most of the pots 
have gone to District Agronomists in central 
and southern NSW, who will also be involved 
in follow up monitoring. John and Paul have 
also established 2 major release sites at 
Tamworth and Mudgee which will come under 
Closer scrutiny. Expectations by the rural 
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community regarding this biocontrol agent are 
high following the frequent publicity given to 
it over recent weeks in country NSW. 


NSW agers and Fisheries, Agric. Res. 
an et. Centre, range 


Col Bower and Graham Thwaite have bcen 
actively promoting the 1988 version of the 
miticide use strategy among deciduous fruit 
growers at Orange, Batlow, Bilpin and 
Camden. The new strategy places greater 
restrictions on the use of the mite ovicides 
clofentezine and hexythiazox to preserve them 
for as long as possible. Resistance in mites to 
both chemicals is a serious industry problem. 


Graham has _ been 


assisting Andrew 


Jessup, located at the Gosford Horticultural 
Postharvest Laboratory, in proving’ the 
effectiveness of methyl bromide fumigation 


against codling moth eggs. The work may lead 
to the acceptance by Japanese authorities of 
Australian apples being exported to Japan. 


David James 


Regional Councillor 


@UEENSLAND 


SOUTH QUEENSLAND NEWS 


Queensland Agricultural College 


Mrs June Ziru, Principal Adminstration 
Officer of the Overseas Training Unit, Ministry 
of Education and Training (Solomon Islands) 
along with Mr P.W. Holknecht from _ the 
Australian International Development Assistance 
Bureau visited Errol to discuss the available 
courses for overseas students specializing in 
Plant Protection. 


Richard Bull and Robert Plum _ from 
Rhone-Poulenc visited the Plant Protection 
Department and had discussions with Errol 
about Brassica pests and resistance problems 
in the Lockyer Valley area. 


Plant Protection Department held a two 
day course on pesticide application and safety 
for TAFE lecturers. It has also played a 
major role in the recent launch of the $V 


(three-valley) Strategy. The strategy 
encompasses the Lockyer, Brisbane and 
Fassifern Valleys in the fight against 
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insecticide resistance, Plant Protection staff 
member Dr Errol fElassan has been involved 
with DPI staff, local consultants, resellers and 
farmers to develop this unique community 
based strategy. The strategy is aimed at 
Cabbage hioth, Heliothis, Aphids and some 
Mites which have all displayed vurying degrees 
of resistance to one or more chemicals in this 
region. 


Plans for a Workshop to be held for 
chemical resellers have been implemented for 
some time in the immediate future. The 
workshop is to be held at the Queensland 
Agricultural College and will be mostly 
concerned with the pests of Brassicas of 
significance in the area covered by the 3V 
strategy. 


DPI Entomology Branch 


As a part of the ACIAR funded fruit fly 
project, Dick Drew and Bruce Sabine along 
with Alan Allwood spent 3 weeks in Malaysia 
carrying out field trials. 


John Turner returns to Lombok, 
Indonesia, on November 2 and will be there 
until mid June working on IPM in Cotton in 
that region, This work is being funded by 
AIDAB and World Bank, 


Bob Teakle visited several laboratories in 
the USA, Canada and New Zealand during July 
and August. Bob is particularly interested in 
microbial control of pests in agricultural crops 
as an alternative to chemical control. At 
present all microbial insecticides in Australia 
are imported. 


Bill Yarrow attended a meeting of 
Quarantine Entomologists in Western Australia, 
followed by a short holiday in that part of the 
world. He returns to Indooroopilly labs on the 
24th of October, to take over the quarantine 
role in John Turner's absence. 


Dr Elaine Brough joined the staff on 
September 29th, taking up the role of 
Extension Entomologist. She will be visiting 
some of the country centres to "get a feel" for 
the work covered by DPI entomologists. Elaine 
is known for her work in PNG where she 
lectured at the University in Port Moresby. 
She was also the Society's correspondent there 
for some time. 


Marlene Elson-Harris has undertaken a 4 
week collecting trip along the coastal region of 
Queensland, collecting native fruits infested 
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with fruit fly as a part of her study of fruit 
fies and their biology. 


DPI Toowoomba 


DPI Officers from Biloela and Toowoomba 
attended the Australian Cotton Growers 
Research Association Conference on 17-18 
August. Tom Millar from the University of 
California, Riverside, visited Australia 11-20 
August and went to the Cotton Conference at 


the Gold Coast besides visiting Toowoomba and 
the University of Queensland. Prof. Jake 
Philips, University of Arkansas, visited 
Toowoomba and discussed entomological projects 
with Dave Murray and Ian Titmarsh on 22 
August, John Rogers and Hugh Brier attended 


a Soybean Workshop at Tamworth 11-13 
October. 
Queensland Department of Health 

Positive identification oof an Aedes 


albopictus larva from an imported tyre by Pat 
Marks (QIMR) put Pip Mottram and a team of 
health inspectors from the State Health Vector 
Control Unit and Brisbane City Council into a 
tiring business of searching through 22 tyre 
yards. This mosquito species which is a 
vector of dengue fever in SE Asia has not 
been found in Australia before and it is hoped 
to control the problem before it is too late. 


CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories 


Rose Broe and Juleen Cavanaugh went on 
a field trip during October to northern 
Queensland, travelling by car to Byfield, 
Mackay, Atherton and Cairns. The purpose of 
the trip was to enable Rose to survey for 
parasite activity in eggs of the fruit piercing 
moth (Noctuidae) and for Juleen to survey 
tineid mothe. 


Wendy Forno will visit the CSIRO 
Exploratory Station in Veracruz, Mexico for 
most of November. She will be meeting with 
Harry Evans of CIBC, to discuss progress in 
the screening of pathogenic fungi for biological 
control of Mimosa pigra. A field trip will be 
made to collect Tasecte” which have potential to 
biologically control the growth of Mimosa pigra, 
Sida acuta and Hyptis suaveolens. 


CSIRO has been awarded a Bicentennial 
Award for Excellence in Overseas Development 
Assistance from AIDAB for work in controlling 
Salvinia in Papua New Guinea and Sri Lanka. 
The recipient of the award, Mic Julien, will 
receive a return airfare to a developing 
country plus $1000 expenses. 


Australian Entomological Society 


Robert Sutherst has announced that he no 


longer wants his name to be shortened to Rob 
an in future like to be called either Robert or 
ob. 


Forestry Department 


Brenton Peters attended a Standards 
Meeting in Sydney during October. The 
purpose of the meeting was to consider the 
need for revision of the sub-terranean termite 
Standards (AS2057 and AS2178) following 
increased public concern with the use of 
organochlorine pesticides. Brenton also 
recently presented a talk on termites at the 


Australian Environmental Pest Managers 
Association Annual Conference at Surfers 
Paradise. 


Lands Department, Alan Fletcher Research 
Station 


Rachel McFadyen went to Miami, Florida at 
the beginning of November for an Exotic Pest 
Plant Symposium at which she presented a 
paper on rubber vine and =its’ control. 
Following the Symposium, Rachel visited 
Trinidad to discuss and investigate weed 
problems there. 


University of Queensland 


Dr Mark Elgar, who studied and worked 
at Oxford and Cambridge Universities after 
graduating from Griffith Universtiy, visited 
Hugh Paterson in mid October. Mark is 
interested in spider  socio-biology and 
currently has a post doctoral fellowship at the 
University of South Wales. 


Greg Daglish, who recently submitted his 
PhD thesis on the effects of temperature on 
the development of Heliothis, has left the 
department for DPI Entomology Branch ast 
Indooroopilly where he is working with stored 
products insects on an ACIAR funded project. 


Paul Walker and David Logan have both 
recently been employed as research assistants 
on CRC funded projects. Paul has moved back 
to the DPI Biloela Research Station where he is 
studying mating disruption in the pink-spotted 
bollworm (Pectinophora scutigera). David will 
be working on the neem project and conducting 
large scale field trials in the Dalby area. 


Leonie Whitfort (nee Gibson) is now 
working with Hugh Paterson, Gimme Walter and 
David Teakle (Microbiology) on thrips virus 
transmission on several plant species. 
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Tim Gentle has arrived from Auckland to 
do a PhD on aspects of the genetics of 
insectide resistance. 


Zhen Changsheng from the Department of 
Agriculture, Inner Mongolia Agriculture and 
Animal Husbandry College, Huhchoti, China 
arrived in August to spend a year studying 
general entomology and sensory receptors of 
Heliothis. 


Finally, it is with much regret, because 
we don't know what we are going to do without 
him, that we are going to farewell Harry Lake 
from the department at the beginning of 
December. Harry has been one of our 
technicians for 13} years and during that time 
has given untold amounts of help to staff and 
students, always in a most willing and cheerful 
way. We wish him a very happy and 
interesting retirement. 


Queensland Museum 


Congratulations to Honorary Associate 
(and former Arachnology Curator) Valerie 
Davies who was awarded a Queensland Museum 
Medal for her contributions to the institution. 

Robert Raven and Tracey Churchill are 
currently spider hunting in New Caledonia and 
Fiji for three weeks. 


Gerhard Prinsloo, hymenopterist of the 
South African Agriculture Department spent a 
week in Brisbane in October looking at 
encyrtids with Ted Dahms. He also renewed 
acquaintance with ex-South Africans Gimme 
Walter and Hugh Paterson at the University of 
Queensland. 
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Other visitors have included Jim Esson of 
New Zealand MAF who looked at cicadas, Don 
Quicke of University of Sheffield studying 
braconids, Don Scambler of Ballina to sce 
longicorns, and Ross Storey of Mareeba who 
pored over beetles and noctuids. 


Geoff Monteith und Geoff Thompson head 
off to North Queensland for 3 weeks in 
December. The last week will be _ spent 
co-ordinating an insect collecting component of 
this years ANZSES expedition which is to be 
centred in the mountains behind Mossman. 
Evan Schmidt, an entomology postgrad at La 
Trobe University will lead one of _ the 
entomology study teanis for the expedition. 


NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS 
JTTRE Innisfail 

Steve Doggett and Tony Sweeney of the 
Army Malaria Research Unit, Ingleburn, N5W, 
visited to collect copepods and mosquito larvae 
from salt marshes. 
DPI Mareeba 


Dr Donald Quicke, from Britain, spent a 


week in the tablelands area _. collecting 
Hymenoptera, especially braconids. Ross 
Storey, Harry Fay and Kerri Huxham of 


Mareeba attended the International Congress of 
Entomology in Vancouver. Ross Storey took 
part in the DPI Taxonomic Services Workshop 
in Brisbane in October. 


SRI Mackay 
Spare a thought for Debbie Rae who was 


laid low by illness through the whole of 
September. First duty after recovery - a 
search for the underground '  mealybug 


(Sphaerococcus sacchari) in the canefields of 
the Ingham district. 


James Cook University 
Jacqui Nolan is writing up her thesis on 


the rainforest leaf-processing caddisfly 
Anisocentropus kirramus. 
Vince Pettigrove (Melbourne) visited 


recently during an apparently insatiable quest 
for chironomids. 


Ros St. Clair is beginning work on life 
cycles of leptocerid caddisflies in a rainforest 
stream. 
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Joe Balciunus has sent two Australian 
insects, both undescribed species, to 
quarantine facilities in Florida for further 
evaluation as possible biocontrol agents for the 
submersed aquatic weed Hydrilla verticillata. 
The testing of the teat-aining ant y has 
been completed and it is hoped that approval 
to release this insect will be received by early 
1989. The quarantine evaluation of the other 
insect species, a Bagous weevil, whose larvae 
bore inside the stems of Hydrilla, is nearly 
complete, and Joe hopes to assist in preparing 
the request for release when he returns to 
Florida at the end of October. 


Dr Lyn Forster (Otago University) spent 
a fortnight here in October investigating local 
populations of redback spiders, Latrodectus 
hasselti. Her studies hope to improve our 
knowledge of the dispersal and starvation 
tolerance of this spider, which is threatening 
to become a problem in New Zealand through 
introduction via container freight. The 
competitive interactions between the redback 
and pholeid spiders also came under Lyn's 
close scrutiny. 


Mike Downes 


Regional Councillor 
OUTH AUSTRALIA 


Department of Agriculture 


Gabriella Caon presented a paper on the 
"Use of a data base management package to 
catalogue arthropod records" at a workshop on 
"The impact of computer-based information 
systems on pasture and crop productivity” in 
Melbourne in August. 


Also in August, Ken Henry attended a 
course entitled "Introduction to Disaster 
Management" at Fort Largs Police Academy and 
Peter Allen participated in the 5th Australasian 
Conference on Grassland Invertebrate Ecology 
in Melbourne. Peter presented a review paper 
on the integrated control of pasture pests, 
and, on Dennis Hopkins' behalf, a paper on 
Sitona weevil and its parasite. Earlier, from 
July 18-22, Peter attended the Trilateral 
Workshop in Hawaii, involving Australia, New 
Zealand and the USA, on the Persistence of 
Forage Legumes. This was a multidisciplinary 
workshop: Peter was the entomologist in the 
Australian group and presented a review paper 
on "Arthropod pests and the persistence of 
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pasture legumes in Australia". The workshop 
papers will be published by the American 
Society of Agronomy. 


September was quieter with only Greg 
Baker attending a quarantine entomologists’ 
meeting in Perth and Peter Allen representing 
the Department of Agriculture, SA, at the SCA 
Plant Health Committee meeting in Canberra. 


Visitors to the Department have been Mr 
Gary Baker, MAF, New Zealand, who visited 
the Northfield Research Laboratories on August 
28, 29 and spent time with Dennis Hopkins to 
look at and discuss the snail problems in South 
Australia, and Dr dim Allan, CSIKO, 
Canberra, who visited the Northfield Labs on 
October 12 and had discussions on current 
projects with members of the Entomology Unit. 


Steve McKillup departs shortly to spend 
November and December in the Cape Verde 
Islands. He has been contracted by the Dutch 
Government to assess a parasitic nematode as a 
control agent of a millipede which is causing 
problems with agricultural crops on _ the 
islands. The same nematode in being used 
currently to control the black Portuguese 
millipede in South Australia. 


SA Museum 


The Museum has been fairly quiet in 
terms of visitors. Jan Forrest and David Hirst 
went collecting across the southern Great 
Victoria Desert and Nullarbor Plain in 
association with a Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
Scheme expedition. It had been a dry winter 
and the group rather kept on the move, but 
good collections of insects, particularly bees 
and wasps, were obtained in the vehicle net, 
and interesting burrowing and cave spiders 
were collected. 


SA Institute of Technology 


News will now be coming from the South 
Australian Institute of Technology, to which 
Mike Kokkinn has just moved trom _ the 
Warrnambool Institute to take up lecturing in 
Biology. Mike continues to assemble literature 
on salt water insects for his planned review of 
the topic. He has just put in a grant 
application to begin some behavioural work on 
mosquitoes. Publication of papers from his 
thesis on the nuisance chironomid, Tanytarsus 
barbitarsis, continues. 


University of Adelaide, Department of Zoology 


Stan Watkins, of Caparra, and Joy and 
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Gordon Burns visited Shelley Barker and also 
the SA Museum before setting off together to 
collect insects on the Eyre Peninsula. 


After spending most of the southern 
winter collecting caddisflies in warmer parts, 
Alice Wells has found it difficult to settle back 
to teaching (and keeping warm). The micro 
caddisflies collected from West Malaysia, Sabah 
and Sarawak in June and June are proving to 
be more diverse and interesting than appeared 
at first, and the caddis fauna of the Alligator 
Rivers Region has grown from 40+ species to 
over 70. Alice spent a week in August, with 
Arturs Neboiss, checking the Alligator Rivers 
material against specimens in the Museum of 
Victoria collection and seeking udvice on 
several caddis groups from John Dean and 
David Cartwright of the MMBW. 


Waite Institute 


Jetsetting continued this quarter with 
Dudley Pinnock and David Cooper attending 
the International Biotechnology Conference at 
Cornell University and later the Soc. Invert. 
Path. meetings at UC San Diego with Jane 
Drummond and Kevin Samuels, also from the 
Department. 


Peter Miles has been’ granted a 
Netherlands Ministry of Agriculture fellowship 
by the International Agricultural Centre at 
Wageningen. He will be working on aphid 
feeding site selection with Dr J.H. Visser 


(Res. Inst. Plant Protec, Wageningen) during 
his study leave in May 1989. 


The department also celebrated its 60th 
birthday and a symposium entitled 'Insects and 
Plants' was held with Andy Austin as 
convenor. Speakers were Peter Miles and 
Derek Maelzer from the department, Peter 
Allen from the SA Department of Agriculture, 
and Jim Cullen from CSIRO Entomology. 


The department welcomes Paul deBarro, a 
new postgraduate student, and Andrew Gleave, 
& postdoctoral fellow who will be joining the 
molecular biology group. 


CSIRO Soils and Entomology 


Yoke Marinissen arrived in August from 
the Agricultural University, Wageningen, The 
Netherlands where she lectures on soil 
invertebrates. Yoke will work for six months 
with staff from both the Waite Institute Soils 
Science Department and CSIRO Soils, 
principally on aggregate stability of earthworm 
casts. 
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John Buckerfield and Geoff Baker 
attended the 5th Australasian Conference on 
Grassland Invertebrate Ecology in Melbourne 
and following this Gary Barker from Ruakura 
in NZ visited Adelaide to discuss current 
pasture invertebrate research, 


Ken Lee attended the 10th International 
Soil Zoology Colloquium at Bangalore, India in 


August and also. visited ICRISAT in 
Hyderabad. 

Alice Wells and 

ean Macka 

egional Councillors 


\ TASMANIA 
t 


Agriculture Departmen 


Aleks Terauds attended the annual 
Quarantine Entomologists meeting in Perth in 
September and took the opportunity to visit 
the WA department fruit fly rearing facilities 
and Stoneyville Research Station. Sandra 
Leighton attended the 5th Australasian 
Conference on Grassland Invertebrate Ecology 
in Melboure and an aphid workshop organized 
by CSIRO in Canberra. Sandra released the 
rose grain aphid parasite apuus er peceipy 
at one site in August thanks to Te oolcoc 
of CSIRO. John Ireson and wife Angela 
became the proud parents of Rachel Carolyn 
while Laurie Miller of Hobart Technical College 
and wife Bridget were not less productive 
becoming the parents of Jessica on 8.8.88. 
Andrew Rath has consolidated a major research 
project into control of red headed pasture 
cockchafter using Metarhizium fungus by 
appointing 2 additional staff for 3 years. 
Andrew now leads a team of 7. with 
considerable external funding from the Wool 


Corporation. Lionel Hill is testing Canadian 
commerical HAKA pheromone traps for 
monitoring Heliothis. Dr Ron Prestidge of MAF 
(Palmerston North) discussed pasture pests 


with Peter McQuillan in August. 


Forestry Commission and APPM Forest Products 


Humphrey Elliott and David DelLittle will 
be employing an assistant for 1 year to test 
the efficacy of Bacillus Sa prensis var. San 
Diego (a Colorada Potato Beetle variety) and 
synthetic pyrethroids aguinst paropsine 
eucalypt detoliators. The tests seek 
replacements to carbaryl for aerial application 
and will be conducted in northern § and 
southern plantations. They are funded by the 
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National Afforestation Program (DPI). 
Humphrey attended the International Congress 
in Vancouver and inspected massive forest 
spraying programs in Oregon. He reports that 
400,000 ha of forest are being treated with 
Bacillus thuringiensis against western spruce 
budworm in a research program involving 500 
personnel including 25 entomologists, 250 
samplers and 10 public relations officers. 
Humphrey has also appointed Penny Greenslade 
under National Rainforest Conservation 
Program funds to investigate invertebrate 
conservation in rainforests. Dick Bashford 
continues surveys for Humphrey of cerambycid 
log fauna and invertebrate fauna 
re-establishment in dry eucalypt forest 
regeneration. 


Queen Victoria Museum 


Bob Green will be hosting Glenn Hunt 
who will examine Opiliones collected over many 
years mainly under Forest Ecology Research 
Funds (State-Industry) at Maggs Mountain in 
pitfall traps. Penny Greenslade will also be 
drawing on this collection in November to 
study Uchid collembola. 


University of Tasmania 


While overseas for the Vancouver 
International Congress John Madden visited 
several north American universities. John also 
visited Indonesia to finalize a research program 
into insects affecting fish products and visited 
several insitutions in China. These included 
Fujian Teaching University, sister University 
to Tasmania, and the biological control 
research centers at Guan Dong Entomology 
Institute and Chong Shan University. Chris 
Sanders of the Canadian Forest Service visited 
John and Humphrey Elliott while in Australia 
for the CSIRO-DSIR pheromone workshop. 


Lionel Hill 


Regional Councillor 
BRISBANE PHOTOS 
DID YOU MISS OUT? 


Delegates to the Society Conference in 
Brisbane in May this year are reminded that 
everyone was entitled to a print enlargement of 
the group photograph. Many were not claimed 
and are now held by Margaret Schneider. If 
you missed out on yours please drop a note to 
Margaret at: 


Entomology Department 
University of Queensland 
ST LUCIA QLD 4067 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


JAREW ZEALAND 


At the moment, there are only two 
branches of the Entomological Society in New 
Zealand - Auckland and Otago and both very 
active. 


Auckland branch did not have the 
facilities or the equipment to undertake a 
project like that of David Attenborough when 
he went in with a combined British Museum - 
Indonesian expedition to use non-toxic gas 
guns in the upper canopy of the jungles in the 
Wallace Divide, to collect insects. 


Using Kiwi ingenuity, an arboreal 
platform was constructed in a huge puriri 
(Vitex lucens: Verbenaceae). The tree leans 
across a gully and is in an ideal position. 
The platform is reached by climbing a ladder, 
complete with handrail. The 5x3 metre 
platform offers a unique opportunity for the 
intimate study of the epiphytes and their 
attendant population of insects and of course 
the bird and insect population of the upper 
canopy. The platform is available for anyone 


who wants to use it. 
John menquist 
-orrespondent 
NEWS FROM 
AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


y ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF QUEENSLAND 


1988 has been another successful year for 
the Society under the Presidency of Prof. 
H.E.H. Paterson. The average attendance of 
the 7 meetings held to date is 45, a large 
increase over the previous year and due to the 
popularity of the May meeting, held during the 
Australian Entomological Society's Scientific 
Conference, 


Donald Quicke spoke at the September 
meeting on braconid wasps, pointing out how 
little is known of their biology and how much 
remains to be done taxonomically. 


At the October meeting Joan Bryan spoke 
on filariasis, discussing its pan-tropical 
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distribution, the existence of a South Pacific 
form, and control measures. 


Dan Smith presented an interesting talk 
at the November meeting entitled "Queensland 
citrus entomology in the 1980's - trends in 
pest control". 


The final Meeting for 1988 will be a 
combined barbeque and Notes and Exhibits 
meeting to be held on 12th December at DPI 
Entomology Branch, Meiers Road, 
Indooroopilly. The barbeque will commence at 
5.30 pm and the meeting at the usual time of 
7.30 pm. Notes and exhibits meetings are 
always most enjoyable and, as always, visitors 
ure most welcome. 


On the last weekend of October, an 
excursion was held at Booloumba Creek State 
Forest Park, nr Kenilworth. The weekend was 
attended by 14 adults and 10 children and 
proved a great success. Neil Gough is to be 
thanked for the organising. 


Greg Daniels 
Representative Councillor 


=== ENTOMOLOGICAL 
hh. SOCIETY 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES 


a 


The Entomological Society of New South 
Wales is in the process of incorporating. At 
this stage the name of the Society is 
registered. The August meeting of the Society 
included a special general meeting during 
which matters associated with incorporation 
were discussed. The outcome of this meeting 
was the appointment of a Public Officer to 
oversee the remainder of the incorporation 
process. So stay tuned for the next exciting 
instalment in the forthcoming AES bulletin! 


Recent meetings have included a talk by 
Stephen and Bronwyn Underwood in August on 
the natural history of Mt Kaputar National 
Park (The Underwoods own and run the 
Australasian Butterfly Company); a 
presentation on the Chemical Ecology of Ants 
by Dr doe Brophy of the Chemistry 
Depertment, University of New South Wales 
(September meeting) and finally, a "Show and 
Tell” October mecting with a variety of 
contributors. 


As in the past at this time of the year 
the Society council] has had to turn their minds 
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to the Christmas function. In view of the 
current weather it will have to be outdoors 
and have to include some collecting. Rest 
assured, like past functions, it will be great. 
So while we get on with it, BEST WISHES AND 
GOOD COLLECTING TO ALL FOK THRE 
FESTIVE SEASON! 


John Macdonald 
Representative Councillor 


POSITIONS VACANT AT U.N.E. 


ARMIDALE 
Junior Research Fellow (Fulltime) 
unlior KResearc ellow time 


Two grant-based positions will be 
available early in 1989 for graduate 
entomologists to work with Professor Roger 
Kitching. Both will be for one year in the 
first instance but with strong likelihood of 
extension beyond this period. 


The first position is a full time one 
associated with an ARC-funded project 
investigating the effects of forest reduction on 
canopy communities. The work will involve 
insecticide-fogging in both scerophyll and 
rainforest systems and demands good taxonomic 
and natural historical skills plus an aptitude 
for sorting large, predominantly’ insect, 
samples. 


The second position will be a half-time 
one to work under a WWF-funded grant on 
vulnerable butterfly species in New South 
Wales. The project will survey the current 
conservation status of the NSW butterfly fauna 
and study the general biology of selected 
species with a view of formulating appropriate 
management plans. Considerable travel and 


interviewing will be involved, A suitable 
candidate may be able to enrol for a higher 
degree associated with this project. 

Salaries: Full time position $22,109 pa 
Half time position $11,055 pa 


Some translocation expenses may be available. 
Enquiries and Applications to: 


Professor R.L. Kitching 

Department of Ecosystem Management 
University of New England 
ARMIDALE NSW 2350 


Phone: (067) 73 2539. 
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SCIENCE & ART GRADUATES 
PLANT & WILDLIFE ILLUSTRATION 
SCIENTIFIC — TAXONOMIC 


Graduate Diploma in Art 
(One Year Full Time Study) 


, HUNTER INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
\ BF 
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A CONSERVATION COMMITMENT BY THE SOCIETY? 


At the AES Conference in Brisbane in 
May, Pat Vaughan spoke on the subject of 
conservation and environmental responsibility. 
Although the talk was centred on the 
conservation of invertebrates, his introductory 
remarks were more widely relevant and led to 
further discussion on the subject at the 36th 
Council meeting of May 18. 


One of the suggestions that arose out of 
Pat's talk and the subsequent discussions was 
that the Society should get more overtly into 
the business of education, with a program in, 
Bay, and conservation and perhaps 
even a travelling educational unit that visited 
schools and other institutions. This is 
admirable and should be done to the highest 
level of the Society's capability, but - as 1 see 
it the problem is not so much whether and to 
what extent the Society should move in this 
direction (or rather move further, since it has 
not exactly been idle on the _ subject of 
conservation to date!), but what the content 
of the message should be. And that, because 
we all differ in our viewpoints almost as much 
as any other group of people, is where the 
need for vigorous debate and some 
soul-searching now lies. 


I was invited to draft a short article for 
the Bulletin so that the Society's membership 
could consider the matter and comment on it. 
At this stage I think what is needed is u 
brief, healthily provocative statement that will 
scrve to open up discussion on what type of 
‘education’, if any, we should advocate. 


Why should entomologists in particular 
take a high profile on this subject? Because 
they are in large measure in the business of 


death control by food production, pest 
destruction and health promotion. Perhaps 
more than any other professional group, 


entomologists contribute to the problem that 
directly underlies the conservation nightmare - 
the population problem. 


Now there cannot be an ethic of 
invertebrate conservation in isolation from a 
broader ethic of conservation as a sane 
approach to living; that - all of this, really - 
was the point Pat was making so strongly. 
Also, conservation is not something that 
nations .can do on the side or as an 
afterthought; it is, whether we like it or not, 
inextricably bound up with the way people 
conduct their affairs and in particular with 
their aspirations and values - and these are 


inescapably political matters, Murmurs of 
discontent hung in the air in May when the 
notion that there is a political dimension to the 
problem was mentioned. 


It boils down to improving our standard 
of living, which is presumably the goal of 
everyone. The Society's educational program, 
if instituted, should aim to come to grips with 
what is or should be meuant by ‘standard of 
living’, and to face this question - with 
far-sighted courage. We all know the 
aesthetic, emotional and intellectual dimensions 
of the equation, to I will not labour the point 
here. I would be surprised if there was not 
almost-unanimous agreement that the 
conventional wisdom, not only in Australia but 
elsewhere, places far too much emphasis on 
material gain as a criterion of ‘standard of 
living’. What we must do is take this equation 
to its logical conclusion and face the fact thut 
Australian (and other) people must reduce 
their material standard of living to provide a 
balance between material and non-material 
aspects of the 'good' life. 


If it is conceded that a reduction of 
material living standards (or at least a 
determination not to continue to seek to 


increase them) is a 
responsible attitude to conservation and 
environment, the conservation education 
program seems bound to become involved with 
social and economic issues not directly 
concerned with entomology. This is potentially 
harmful to the Society's image, would be 
divisive with respect to points of view of 
Society members, and may undermine whatever 
successes the Society might otherwise have 


prerequisite for a4 


achieved through a less controversial 
approach. It may be that a simple factual and 
interpretive program of eucation in 


conservation would be, perhaps not enough, 
but all the Society can sensibly attempt. Or 
does this amount to little more than fiddling 
while Rome burns? After all, the facts have 
been available for some time yet the tragic and 
irresponsible wasteful exploitation of the planet 
for short-term gain continues to accelerate. 
My own view is that the Society has a duty to 
be un outspoken and forceful participant in the 
broad conservation debate. 


To conclude with some firm proposals: 
(1) The Society should set up a travelling 
eudcation program -_ specifically, a bus 
equipped to present the Society's ‘message’ on 
conservation to schools, etc. This message 
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should be one about the need to adopt a more 
humble, sane, responsible and better-informed 
attitude to the environment, and a recognition 
that this attitude cannot be reconciled with 
aspirutions to increase or even muintain our 
present material standard of living. A roster 
System of staffing the unit and operating it in 
particular areas could be devised. Members 
should contribute more in annual fees to help 
pay for this if necessary. (2) The Society 
Should vigorously advocate its viewpoint on 
conservation in the above context to 
governments, other professional groups and 
the general public. It should increase its 
active participation in conservation debates and 
issues while retaining its role of providing 
informed advice impartially to all interested 
parties in any conservation problem. (3) The 
AES should _ affiliate with conservation 
organisations such as the ACF, and urge other 
professional biological societies to do likewise. 


Mike Downes 
ownsville 


NEWS FROM THE 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


A three day meeting and workshop was 
organised in Sydney by the Australian 
Conservation Foundation between October 7th 
to Sth with the title "The Australian 
Environment: taking stock and looking ahead". 
The programme appeared to be concerned, as 
far as the fauna was concerned, solely with 
vertebrates. Consequently we felt it was 
important to have some representation at the 
meeting to point out the importance of 
invertebrates to this group of conservationists. 
Unfortunately this was impossible due to the 
high registration fees, but luckily Barry 
Richardson, of the Bureau of Flora and Fauna, 
who was going to the meeting from Canberra, 
was happy to represent us and set up 4a 
display of the insect posters produced by 
CSIRO under the heading "Conservation of 
Diversity? Think about invertebrates!" 
Apparently our display drew quite a lot of 
attention from delegates but Barry reported 
that on the whole, most of the emphasis at the 
meeting was on vertebrates. 


In connection with that point, it is 
obviously important to look at ways that the 
Society can contribute to conservation 
education as we have been asked to by the 
executive. One suggestion has been that we 
design a _ travelling exhibition on insect 
conservation or alternatively, that we have 
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several snialler displays, one in each State, 
which can be used for events such as the ACF 
meeting described above. If anyone would like 
to contribute in any way to this proposed 
project with advice, criticism or even better, 
practical help, the committee would be very 
pleased to hear from them. 


An item of interest to members of the 
Society in general, is that the next (15th) 
major symposium of the Royal Entomological 
Society of London has _ the title "The 
conservation of insects and their habitats" and 
will be held in London on September 14th and 


15th next year. 
Penelope Greenslade 
Convenor, 


Conservation Committee 


WHO WAS 
ROBERT T. WYLDE? 


Emeritus Professor of Entomology at 
Cornell University Ed Smith is prepuring a 
biography of that early and eminent American 
entomologist Charles Valentine Kiley. Riley 
was the illegitimate son of an Anglican 
clerygman, but there are tew direct references 
by him to his parents. 


A promising lead surfaced recently in one 
of Riley's letters to Albert Koebele written on 
31 July 1891. Roebele was in Australia 
seeking natural enemies of the cottony cushion 
scale which was threatening the citrus crop of 
California. 


Riley writes as follows: "I enclose an 
introduction to Dr Robert T. Wylde of 
Adelaide, an excellent man whom I would like 
you to meet. He is a half-uncle of mine, is 
getting on in years and will be glad to see you 


and help you as he is somewhat of a 
naturalist", 


Any information regarding Robert T. 
Wylde might be useful in tracing this 
"half-uncle" relationship. 


Professor E.H. Smith's address is: 


Department of Entomology 
Comstock Hall 

Ithaca 

New York 14853 USA 


News Bulletin, November 1988 
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ECHIUM APPEAL WON BY CSIRO 


INTRODUCTION 


In July 1980 two beekeepers and two 
graziers were granted an injunction by the 
High Court which prevented CSIRO from 


releasing biological control agents for 
Paterson's curse/salvation Jane, Echium 
The program 


pootegineum L. (Boragtnaceae). 
een in bo ever since. 


In October 1988, a Full bench of the 
Supreme Court of South Australia upheld 


CSIRO's appeal against the ruling of a single 
Justice made in March, and made the complete 
lifting of the perpetual] injunction "a mere 
formality". 


A brief summary follows of the scientific 
and legal activities on this program, the first 
biological control program to face a court 
challenge. 


BACKGROUND AND LEGAL INJUNCTIONS 


E. pen gnevm was among a small group 
of introduced plants rated by members of the 
Australian Weeds Committee (AWC) in 1971 us 
priority weeds for biological control. CSIRO 
investigated the natural enemies of Echium in 
Mediterranean Europe, and eight insect species 
were tested and found to be _ safe for 
introduction. CSIRO imported the first four 
species (three beetles and a moth) from 
1979-80. The moth was released in 1980 near 
Blighty, Braidwood and Jugiong, NSW, during 
a 3-week period immediately prior to 10 July 
1980, when two beekeepers and two graziers 
obtained an interim injunction from the High 
Court which prevented further release. The 
action was remitted to the Supreme Court of 
South Australia. 


Many unsuccessful attempts were made to 
resolve the conflict. CSIRO accepted a 
perpetual injunction on 23 June 1983, in the 
knowledge of planned changes in the legal 
status of biological control. No further work 
on Echium biological control can be undertaken 
in Australia by CSIRO until and unless the 
injunction is lifted or varied. 


BIOLOGICAL CONTROL LEGISLATION, 
N a ; im - 7 , 5 C A - A s ‘ 
The world's first biological control 


legislation, the 


ee Control Act 1984, 
commenced on ovember nder 


provisions of the legislation, the Industries 


Assistance Commission (IAC) conducted an 
Inquiry into whether Echium spp. should be 


targets for biological control. During this 
Inquiry the IAC’ evaluated some 600 
submissions from beekeepers, farmers, 
graziers, Government Departments, and 
others. The IAC recommended in September 


1985 that the program would be in the national 
interest, with a benefit:cost ratio of about 
9:1. This set off several actions. 


The AWC, the Standing Committee on 
Agriculture (SCA) and the Australian 
Agricultural Council (AAC) all recommended 
unanimously that the program be re-started. 
Mr Kerin, the Minister for Primary Industry, 
who is also currently the Commonwealth 
Biological Control Authority (BCA), declared 
on 3 March 1986 all Echium spp. as "target 
organisms" for biological control, and the eight 
insect species which CSIRO had proposed for 
release as "agent organisms". All States and 
Territories have passed legislation which is 
complemenetary to the Commonwealth Act, and 
all have declared the complementarity of their 


legislation with the other States and the 
Commonwealth. These declarations do not 
authorize CSIRO re-starting the program, but 
they are essential steps in clearing the way. 


FUNDING APPROVAL AND 


4 


RE-STARTING 


The IAC identified the livestock industry 


as the greatest potential beneficiary of 
successful biological control of Echium. 
Therefore, CSIRO applied to the Australian 


Meat and Live-stock Research and Development 
Corporation (AMLRDC) and to the Wool 
Research and Development Fund (WRDF) for 
joint funding. This was approved and 
endorsed by Mr Kerin, and work began at the 
CSIRO Biological Control Unit in Montpellier, 
France, on 1 July 1987. 


Several agent species are in culture at 
the Unit (to be sent to Canberra when the 
injunction is lifted or varied), and other 
potential agents have been found. Basic 
demography, phenology and seed research has 
begun in Canberra. 


LIFTING THE PERPETUAL INJUNCTION 


The remaining impediment to re-starting 
the Australian end of the program is the 
perpetual injunction. Late in 1986 CSIRO 
notified the plaintiffs of intent to apply for 
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lifting of the perpetual injunction, and 
applications were made to the High Court and 
thence to the Supreme Court of South 
Australia. 


CSIRO sought and received a judgment 
from Justice Olsson of the Supreme Court of 
South Australia which allowed CSIRO to argue 
that the legislation and declarations had made 
the injunction untenable. A Supreme Court 
hearing before Justice Lunn was held 29 
February to 2 March 1988, at which CSIRO 
argued the case for lifting the injunction. On 
16 March, Justice Lunn ruled that. the 
biological control legislation was valid, but did 
not lift the injunction. CSIRO immediately 
appealed, feeling that the legislation was 
capable of being interpreted in a manner which 
would allow the program to proceed. The 
other side also appealed against the ruling that 
the legislation was valid. 


(The validation of the legislation meant 
that the IAC Echium Inquiry results and 
subsequent declarations allowed other approved 
biological control groups to import biological 


control agents, although CSIRO was. still 
blocked. The Keith Turnbull Research 
Institute, Victoria, applied to the Australian 


Quarantine and Inspection Service for copies of 
the permits for the agents, and, independent 
of CSIRO, imported the leaf-mining moth, 
Dialectica scalariella. The legislation protected 
the Institute from being stopped by legal 


means. The Institute released D,. scalariella in 
about July 1988, and subsequently made 


colonies available to other States for their own 
release programs. It has been reported in the 
media that releases of D. scalariella has also 
been made in New South Wales, South Austrulia 
and Western Australia). 


The appeals against the judgement of 
Justice Lunn were heard by a Full Bench of 
the Supreme Court of South Australia on 5-6 
September 1988. On 6 October 1988 the Full 
Bench released their decision. It was 
unanimously in CSIRO's favor. 


The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of South Australia made some important points 
in his decision (in the following quotations, 
CSIRO is the plaintiff and the two beekeepers 
and two grazicrs are the defendants): 


"The position appears to me to be this. The 
injunction was granted to restrain the present 
plaintiff from actions which were said to 
infringe the rights of the present defendants. 
Such infringement of the defendants' rights as 
those actions might involve has now been 


Australian Entomological Society 


authorised by statute. What was previously 
considered as being unlawful, at least in the 
sense of being tortious, has now been 
authorised by law. The foundation for the 
injunction has therefore been removed and it is 
incumbent upon the Court to accede to an 
appliction to dissolve the injunction. 


I think that on a fair interpretation of the 
statement of claim the plaintiff has pleaded 
that it is entitled to dissolution of the 
injunction in consequence of the provisions of 
the Act and that on a fair interpretation of 
the defence the defendants have denied that 
entitlement, 


The primary relief sought by the plaintiff in 
this action is the dissolution of the 
injunction. The effect of the answer which I 
propose to the first question would be to 
entitle the plaintiff to that relief. The 
making of the order dissolving the injunction 
would be a mere formality”. 


All costs were awarded ugainst the 
defendants. 
Thus, after more than eight years of 


legal consideration, CSIRO's' position was 
upheld completely. CSIRO filed immediately 
the legal documents necessary to complete the 
"mere formality" of lifting the perpetual 
injunction, and has been notified that Court 
time has been allocated on 8 November 1988. 
It is expected that the perpetual injunction will 
be lifted on that date, and CSIRO will be able 
to re-start importing agents. 


THE FUTURE: A TIMETABLE AND COMMENTS 
ON EXPECTATIONS 


Immediately after the injunction is lifted, 
D. scalariella and two rosette- and 
root-attacking weevil species (Ceutorhynchus 
eographicus and C. larvatus) will be importe 
rca the Montpellier Unit. Releases of D. 
scalariella could begin in autumn 1989. The 
Echium weevils breed slower than the moth, 


and releases will not be possible for about a 
year. 


Biological control is the only long-term, 
economically- and ecologically-satisfactory 
strategy for Echium management; the IAC also 
noted this. emphasized that it would 
probably take several years for the agents to 
build up to levels at which they would be 
effective over a widespread area. However, 
we believe that they would be _ successful 
ultimately, because they attack the critical life 
stages of Echium. 
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The Echium program also illustrates the 
value of producers making their opinions 
known to Rural Industry Research Funds 
(RIRFs). Many people contacted CSIRO 
supporting biological control of Echium and 
asked what they could do to help the program. 
We suggested that they could write to the 
RIRFs which are most affected by Echium (the 
AMLRDC and the WRDF), and their respective 
"peak" Councils, from which the RIRFs take 
advice on matters of most concern to their 


industry. It was suggested that the costs of 
Echium should be quantified, infestations 
should be carefully defined, and reasons 


should be given why the RIRFs should support 
the program. 


We believe that the action of individual 
producers and affected groups was 4a 
significant factor in the decision of the RIRFs 
to fund the Echium program. 


SOME HIGHLIGHTS (SOMETIMES LOWLIGHTS) 
IlS ROVERS LUDE: 


Echium first proposed as a_ suitable 


1928. 
target for classical biological control. 


1972-75. Echium surveyed for natural enemies 
in France and Portugal. 


1979-80. The first four biological control 
agents (D. scalariella, Longitarsus 
aeneus,  L,. echil and Ph toecia 

' coerulescens) imported into nuncantint in 


anberrea, 


Jgune-Jdul 1980. D. scalariella released by 
CSTRO at Braidwood, Blighty and Jugiong 
research sites. 


10 July 1980. High Court interim injunction 
granted on behalf of two apiarists and 


two graziers, which prevented CSIRO 


from releasing agents. Injunction 
remitted to the Supreme Court of South 
Australia. 


July 1980 to June 1983. Legal process shows 

a 8 legal position is not strong 

due to lack of legislation authorizing and 
protecting biological control. 


22 November 1984. The world's first biological 
contro 


l legislation (The Biological Control 

Act 1984) passed by Federal Parliament: 
October 1984 to September 1985. The IAC 
conducts the first inquiry into biological 
control of a weed under the Act, and 
concludes that control of Echium spp. 
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would be in the national interest by at 
least 9:1. 


October 1985 to March 1986. The AWC, the 

» and the approve unanimously 

the Echium program, and the BCA 

declares all Echium spp. as "target 

organisms" and the eight agents proposed 

by CSIRO as "agent organisms" under the 
legislation. 


1986 to 1988. Each State and the Northern 
erritory pass complementary biological 
control legislation. Each new Act is 
declared complementary to the other State 
and Territory Acts and to the Federal 


legislation, and vice versa; all Echium 
spp. are declared to be “target 
organisms" and the eight agent species 


declared to be “agent organisms" in all 
States and the Northern Territory. 


1 July 1987. Funding for the program 
commences, supported by the AMLRDC 


and the WRDF, and the European program 
re-commences at the CSIRO Biological 
Control Unit in Montpellier, France. 


29 February to 2 March 1988. Hearing before 
Justice Lunn in the Supreme Court of 
South Australia, at which CSIRO argued 


the case for lifting the perpetual 
injunction. 


16 March 1988. Justice Lunn rules that the 
egisiation is valid, but does not lift the 
junction. CSIRO appeals immediately to 
the Full Bench of the Supreme Court of 
South Australia, feeling that’ the 
legislation could be interpreted in a 
manner which would allow the program to 
proceed. Other side appeals against the 
validity of the legislation. 


ca. duly 1988. The Keith Turnbull Kesearch 
Institute (Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands, Victoria), 
independently of CSIRO, obtains copies ot 
import permits for the Echium agents, 
then collects D. scalariefla, in Europe, 
and eventually releases the moth in 
Victoria. Colonies are also made available 
to New South Wales, South Australia and 
Western Australia for their own releuse 


programs. 

5-6 Seon Bene 1988. Appeals heard betore a 
u ench of the Supreme Court of South 
Australia. 

6 October 1988. The Full Bench of the 
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Supreme Court of South Australia releases 
a unanimous decision in favor of CSIRO, 
und describes the lifting of the injunction 
as a "mere formality", CSIRO starts the 
paperwork for this final legal step, and 
requests a Court date. 


8 November 1988, 1000. Date scheduled in the 
upreme Court of South Australia for 
formal lifting of the eight-plus-year-old 
injunction. 


8 November 1988, 1015 (time speculative). 
Injunction lifted; Government lawyers 
notify CSIRO's lawyers, who notify 
Delfosse. 


8 November 1988, 1030 (time speculative). 
Delfosse notifies Montpellier Unit and 
agents are placed on the next plane to 
Canberra. 


Ernest S. Delfosse 


sion of Entomology 
Canberra, ACT 


POSTSCRIPT 9/11/88 


"The defendants were not ready to proceed 
with the action scheduled for 8 November, and 
Justice Olsson granted a delay until 17 
November. CSIRO expects that the injunction 
will be lifted on 17 November". 


BOOK NOTICE 


Portraits of South Australian geometrid 


moths. By N. McFarland. 
paperback, 26x35 cm. 
surface postage to Australia and packing. 
Privately published, printed by Allen Press, 
Lawrence, Kansas, August 1988. Available 
from N. McFarland, PO Box 1404, Sierra Vista, 
Arizona 85636, USA. 


[-IV+ 400 pages, 


This book records the results of six 
years of intensive rearing of geometrid moths 
near Adelaide. The life histories of 72 species 
are included along with many observations. 
The egg, larva, pupa and adult of each 
species is illustrated, often by multiple black 
and white photographs. Comprehensive notes 
on each stage of the life cycle are included. 
This is an important addition to Australia's 
sparse lepidoptera literature, full of first-hand 
observations. 


Price US$85 including 
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NOTICE OF THE 20TH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Society's 20th Annual General Meeting 
will be held at Macquarie University at 8.00 pm 
on Thursday 4th May, 1989. An agenda will 
appear in the next News Bulletin. 


CALL FOR NOMINATION OF 
OFFICE BEARERS 
AND COUNCILLORS 


The following offices will fall vacant at 
the Society's 20th Annual General Meeting on 
4th May, 1989. Nominations for election should 
be made on the form at the back of this News 
Bulletin and should reach the Secretary not 
later than 24th March 1989. 


Vacant Office Present Incumbent 


President + Dr T.R. New 
Regional Councillors 
OLD ++ Miss M.A. Schneider 


++ Dr E. Hassan 
++ Mr M.FP. Downes 
NSW + Dr D.G. James 
++ Dr D.F. Hales 
+ Dr D.J. Bickel 


VIC + Mr M. Braby 
++ Mr D.M. Ewart 
ACT ++ Dr J.C. Daly 
+ Dr P. Cranston 
TAS + Mr L. Hill 
SA + Dr D.A. Mackay 
+ Mrs A. Wells 
WA + Mr P.R. Davis 


NT + Mr E.S.C. Smith 


+ eligible for re-election to this office 
++ not eligible for re-election to this office 


PHASMID STUDY GROUP 


A letter has been received from an 
entomologist in Switzerland who wishes to 
obtain stocks of live phasmids from Australia 
for study. He is interested in any available 
species and is prepared to pay and cover 
costs. Potential suppliers should be aware 
that special permit is required from. the 
Federal National Parks and Wildlife Service to 
export living native insects. Please contact: 


Bruno Kneubuhler 
Wurzwies 10 
CH-8064 Zurich 
SWITZERLAND 
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AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY INCORPORATED 


NOMINATION OF OFFICE BEARER 


(This completed form should reach the 
Secretary by 24th March, 1989) 


I nominate 


for election to the office of 


Name of nominator 


Signature 


Date 


I second this nomination 


Name of seconder 


Signature 


Date 


I accept this nomination* 


Signature 


Date 


* The nominee is requested to attach a typed statement, not 
exceeding 300 words, which includes the following: his/her 
professional qualifications, address, institution, position held, 
fields of entomological interest, previous offices or appointments 
held in the Society; and other information which may be of 
assistance to members should a postal ballot be required. 


(a photocopy of this form may be used) 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 


In the last issue I wrote an editorial 
entitled "Acronyms Anonymous" in which I 
noted the widespread use of "acronyms" in 
Australian entomology and the general lack of 
understanding of what they stand for. iI 
promised to compile an explanatory glossary of 
commonly used ones and invited suggestions 
from members and Councillors, One 
correspondent was quick to point out that 
many are not acronyms in the true sense. 
The line is a little fine - for example if CSIRO 
is pronounced "siro" it's an acronym, but if it 
is pronounced "see-ess-eye-are-owe" it's an 
abbreviation. I'm not sure what that makes 
"see-ess", which is the usage favoured by 
staff of the Organisation! 


Many thanks to the many people who sent 
suggestions in for the glossary, particularly 
our beleaguered Regional Councillors. The list 
that follows is probably a little biased because 
no real effort was made to make it 
comprehensive. I'll include a supplement of 
additions and corrections in the next issue. 


Geoff Monteith 
Bulletin Editor 


AAC - Australian Agricultural Council 

ABRS - Australian Biological Resources Study 

ACIAR - Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research 

ACS - Australian Customs Service 

ACSC - Australian Coastal Surveillance Centre 

AES - Australian Entomological Society (also 
Society of Australian Environmental 
Studies at Griffith University) 

AFP - Australian Federal Police 

AFZ - Australian Fishing Zone 

AGM - Annual General Meeting 

AIAS - Australian Institute of Agricultural 
Science 

AIDAB - Australian International Development 
Assistance Bureau 

AIMS - Australian Institute of Marine Science 

AM - Australian Museum 

AMLRDC - Australian Meat and _ Livestock 
Research and Development Corporation 

ANIC - Australian National Insect Collection 

ANPWS - Australian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service 

ANU - Australian National University 


ANZAAS - Australian and New Zealand 
Association for the Advancement. of 
Scierice 

ANZSES - Australian and New Zosland 


Scientific Exploration Society 
APLC - Australian Plague Locust Commission 


APPM - Australian Pulp und Paper 
Manufacturers 

AQIS - Australian Quaruntine and Inspection 
Service 


AQS - Agricultural Quarantine Service 

ARC - Australian Research Committee (formerly 
ARGC) 

ASL - Australian Serum Laboratories 

ASRRF - Australian Special Rural Research 
Fund 

AWC - Australian Weeds Committee 

BARC - Berrimah Agricultural Research Centre 
(NT) 

BCA - Biological Control Authority 

BCRI - Biological and Chemical Research 
Institute (NSW) 

BFF - Bureau of Flora and Fauna 

BSES - Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations 
(QLD) 

CAE - College of Advanced Education 

CALM - Department of Conservation and Land 
Management (WA) 


CCAE - Canberra College of Advanced 
Education 
CER - Closer Economic Relations (between 


AUST and NZ) 

CERIT - Centre for Entomological Research and 
Insecticide Technology (UNSW) 

CIBC - Commonwealth Institute of Biological 
Control 

CITES - Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species 

CPU - Coastal Protection Unit 

CRC - Cotton Research Council 

CSIRO - Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation 

CSWS - Coastal Surveillance Working Committee 

DAT - Department of Agriculture, Tasmania 

DH - Department of Health 

DID - Department of Industrial Development 

DIT - Darwin Institute of Technology 

DNA - Deoxyribonucleic acid 

DOTC - Department. of 
Communications 

DPI - Department of Primary Industry 

DPIE - Department of Primary Industries and 
Energy 

DPIF - Departnient of Primary Industry and 
Fisheries (NT) 

DSIR - Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (NZ) 

EBU - _ Environmental 
Museum) 

EPA - Environmental Protection Authority 

ESQ - Entomological Society of Queensland 

FASTS - Federation of Australian Scientific 
and Technical Societies 

Fl - Food Irradiation 


Transport and 


Biology Unit (SA 
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FMD - Foot and Mouth Disease 

FSSaSC - Federal Sea Safety and Surveillunce 
Centre 

FU - Flinders University 

FVs - Fishing Vessels 

GBRMPA - Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
Authority 

IAC - Industries Assistance Commission 

IAEA - International Atomic Energy Agency 


ICIPE - _ International Centre of Insect 
Physiology and Ecology (Nairobi) 

ICRISAT - International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 


(Hyderabad, India) 

ICZN - International Commission of Zoological 
Nomenclature 

I/D - Identification 

IGRK - Insect Growth Regulator 

IOB - Institute of Biology 

IOA - Insects of Australia (the book) 

IPM - Integrated Pest Management 

IPPP - Institute of Plant Production and 
Processing (within CSIRO) 

IUBS - International Union for 
Sciences 

IUCN - International 
Conservation of Nature 

JCU - James Cook University 


Biological 


Union for the 


JPCPA - Joint Parliamentary Committee on 
Public Accounts 

JTTRE - Joint Tropical Trials Research 
Establishment 

KOH - Potassium Hydroxide 

KTRI - Keith Turnbull Research Institute 
(VIC) 


LBAM - hght Brown Apple Moth 

MAF - Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
(NZ) 

MOC - Marine Operations Centre 

MURG - Macquarie University Research Grant 

MV - Museum of Victoria 

NAQS - Northern 
Strategy 

NFF - National Farmers’ Federation 

NMV ~ National Museum of Victoria (obsolete) 

NTM - Northern Territory Museum 

OP - Organophosphorous 

OPC - Operations and Programs Committce 
(Coastwatch) 

OS - Ovisupression 

OSP - Outside Studies Program 
study leave) 

OSS - Office of the Supervising Scientist (NT) 

PAC - Pesticide Application Centre 

PAT - Pesticide Application Technology 

PEP - Professional Experience Program (UTS = 
study leave) 

PIGS - Pest Industry and Government Seminar 

PNG - Papua New Guinea 

PP - Plant Protection 


Australia Quarantine 


(Macquarie = 
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PPG - Program Planning Groups (Coastwatch) 

PRI - Plant Research Institute (Burnely, VIC) 

QAC - Queensland Agricultural College 

QALS - Quarantine Aerial Littoral Surveillance 

QIMR - Queensland Institute of Medical 
Research 

QIT - Queensland Institute of Technology 

QM - Queensland Museum 

QRC - Quarantine Review Committee 

RSBS - eta School of Biological Sciences 
(ANU) 

RCDF - Rural Credits Development Fund 

RIRFs - Rural Industry Research Funds 


SAC-CPS - Commonwealth/State Advisory 
Committee on Coastal Protection and 
Surveillance 


SAM - South Australian Museum 

SCA - Standing Committee on Agriculture 

SGL - Stored Grains Laboratory 

SIDC-CS - Standing Interdepartments!l 
Committee on Coastal Surveillance 

SSC - Species Survival Commission (IUCN) 

SSCNR - Senate Standing Committee on 
National Resources 

SWF - Screw Worm Fly 

TAFE - Technical and Further Education 

TERC - Tropical Ecosystems Research Centre 
(CSIRO, Darwin) 

UA - University of Adelaide 

UCNT - University College of the NT 

UNSW - University of New South Wales 

LQ - University of Queensland 


UQIC - University of Queensland Insect 
Collection 

USDA - United States Department of 
Agriculture 


UTS - University of Technology, Sydney 

UWA - University of Western Australia 

WAM - Western Australian Museum 

WARI or Waite - Waite Agricultural Research 
Institute (SA) 

WAWA - Water Authority of Western Australia 

WHA ~- World Heritage Area 

WHO - World Heritage Organisution 

WRDF - Wool Research and Development Fund 
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“rv HYMENOPTERISTS’ © 
) CORNER f 


New Book 

Gauld, I. and Bolton, B. Editors. 1988. 
The Hymenoptera. Co-published with 
Oxford University Press, 332 pp. + 
xxiipp, 8 pp colour, 2 pp monochrome, 
148 figs including 100 whole _ insect 
drawings. 0 19 859 521 7. Hardback 
£35.00 plus £2.50 PaP. 
To order: Payment by postal order 


payable to: British Museum (Natural History). 


Request for Specimens 


Dr Paul Dessart, Institut Royal des 
Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Rue Vautier 
29, B-1040, Bruxelle, Belgique, has requested 
any unidentified material of Ceraphronidae, 
Lagynodinae or Megaspilinae for his revisionary 
works. 


Iiymenopterist 


Dr J. Philip Spradbery, Senior Principal 
Research Scientist, CSIRO, PO Box 1700, 
Canberra City 2601, ACT interests include: 


1. Vespinae: (Vespula Spp., Vespa) 
especially European Wasp, espula 
pheromones and  perenn 


rmanica, 
colonies, 
2.  Polistinae: Polistes biology, speciation, 
distribution and behaviour. 


8.  Polistinae: Ropalidia biology, behaviour. 


Visitor 


Professor Norm Gary, University of 
California, Davis, is a well Known bee 
behaviourist. He visited the Macleay Museum, 
University of Sydney, on Thursday, 6 October 
on his way from the Gold Coast, Queensland, 
where he assisted in breaking the world record 
for the number of bees on one's body (it could 


happen only in Queensland). 


Contributions 


Hymenopterists - this is your venue for 
informing fellow colleagues about what is 
happening in your field. Contributions are 
needed and please send them to Dr Woody 
Horning, Macleay Museum, University of 
Sydney, NSW 2006. 


Australian Entomological Society 


WHOSE NAME, 
WHAT SPECIMEN? 


A workshop on the above title was 
arranged by the Bureau of Flora and Fauna in 
Canberra on October 12-14 and was attended 
by about 80 taxonomists from many sources 
covering a wide variety of biological groups. 
The workshop preceded the International Union 
of Biological Sciences (1.U.B.S.) General 
Assembly which was held in Canberra the week 
after the workshop. 


The Workshop was held to discuss a 
number of problems that faced taxonomists, 
particularly botanical taxonomists, in applying 
the International Codes of Nomenclature. The 
first day of the workshop was taken up with 
general, sessions outlining the problems faced 
by taxonomists working in different groups of 
organisms and the second day was spent in 
smaller discussion groups and plenary sessions 


discussing possible solutions to these 
problems. Possible resolutions from the 
Workshop to the I1.U.B.S. General Assembly 
were discussed on the final day, 


A meeting of taxonomists working in 
zoology was held on the last afternoon to 
discuss a number of proposals for alteration to 
the International Code of Zoological 
Nomenclature. This was not part of the 
Workshop but provided an opportunity for 
those present to participate in part of the 
process in improvement of the Zoological Code. 


No decisions were made at the Workshop 
that will have immediate effect on either the 
Zoological or the Botanical Code, 
Recommendations were made, but changes will 
only be made after detailed deliberations by 
the Nomenclature Committees of I1.U.B.S. and 


ratification by the appropriate International 
bodies. 


One feature of the workshop was the 
realization of the major differences inherent in 
undertaking taxonomic activity in different 
biological groups. The Workshop was most 
valuable in providing a forum for taxononmists 
in diverse groups to consider matters of 
common concern and greater understanding 
between taxonomists was the result. 


Murray Fletcher 
BCRI, Rydalmere 
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hy eae Illustration © 
_ Competition : 1989 


The Society invites entries to this competition in the form of taxonomic 
illustrations of insects. Anyone other than a person employed as a 
biological illustrator or entomologist may enter up to three (3) examples of 
their original work. Published illustrations will not be accepted. 


Entries must be either a black and white or coloured whole body view of 
an insect (preferably identified) using any medium or technique, but 
suitable for reproduction after reduction by 50 per cent. The mounted 
illustrations should not exceed 21 x 30 cm (approx. A4). The winning 
black and white entries will be reproduced in the Society’s News Bulletin 
for May 1989 and poster size enlargements of both colour and black and 
white entries will be displayed at the Society’s 20th conference in Sydney 
in May 1989. 


Entries (carefully packaged if posted) must be in the hands of the 
Secretary by April 3, 1989. Entrants will be advised as to the outcome of 
the competition by mid May and original artwork will be returned to the 
entrants by the end of June. 


A condition of entry is that the Society shall have the right to reproduce 
the illustrations on items such as greeting cards which it sells. 
When this is done the artist will be acknowledged. 


Prizes: 


Ist $300, 2nd $100 
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ENTRY FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


SCIENTIFIC NAME OF INSECT (IF KNOWN) 


Send this form with your entries to: 
Mr J.D. Sandow 
Entomology Branch 
Department of Agriculture 
3 Baron-Hay Court 
SOUTH PERTH WA 6151 


AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 


STUDENT 
AWARD 1989 


e entry open to students who have not gained their PhD 
by June 30, 1989 (not necessarily members of the 
Society). 


e entries in the form of a scientific paper on 
entomological research; text up to 5000 words with 3 
copies, one and a half or double spaced. 


* papers should be sent to the Secretary of the Society at 
the following address by the end of February, 1989. 


| 

Mr. J.D. Sandow 

| Secretary, AES 

Entomology Branch 

| Dept. of Agriculture 

| Baron-Hay Court 

South Perth WA 6151 

| e entries will be judged by a panel of senior entomologists 
appointed by the President of the Society. 


e the winner will recieve $250 cash and will be invited to 
present his/her paper at the AES Annual General Meeting 
and Scientific Conference in Sydney from May 3-6, 1989. 

| lf this invitation is accepted, the Society will provide 

free conference registration and accomodation in Sydney 
and a return air fare from the winner's home state. 


¢ please indicate your intention to submit an entry by 
completing the form overleaf and returning it to the 
Secretary by the end of January 1989. 


eee 
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AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC, 


STUDENT AWARD COMPETITION 1989 


TO: Mr J.D. Sandow 
Department of Agriculture 
Baron-Hay Court 
SOUTH PERTH WA 6151 


Dear Mr Sandow, 


This is to advise you that I intend to submit a paper on original 
entomological research for the Society's Student Award in 1988, 


My name is: e*e eweesese#+r°*eeesesme#meete#esteee#nserstse*erefeeteee@Pprtkeetreeneeeex#25eeste#e#see#ex#eoeteo#e#ee#ee#+f+fce*ee#e#eee#*ee#ee#eé 


My postal address is: e*eneeeeesewerkhrmereneeeenteneeneeneenseseneeneneneesesee#ene#ee#eee#ee#eee#eeé 


My paper will deal with (tentative title acceptable): 

I am (or was) a student at (name of institution): ...ccccccccceces 
My Supervisor's: name 16 (OF WAS): “viSescaccecdeesctaedostesevetsiccce 
My current professional qualifications Ares wecccccccccccccccccecs 


I will forward 3 copies of my entry to reach you by February 28, 
1989 and acknowledge that no paper can be accepted for judging 
which is not received by that date. 


Signed: ese eeseeserserPsesg545+'5eeseeseestegeeser#eseseee#ee*e#ee#srs5ee#*#etstsee#eesrmrmrfe##tkernte#te#ees 


Date: ee weeweeeestc$@eeee@ee#sertfee#spenwreee_ee*ee#e#eseree#f5e#sfe#se#tsee#ee#e#e#se##e# @ 


News Bulletin, November 1988 


oceanic 
research 
foundation 
itd. 


The above foundation is arranging a 
voyage of circumnavigation of Australia by its 
Research vessel, “Dick Smith Explorer" in 
1989. The purpose of the voyage is to take 
scientists, at a low cost, to any part of the 
coast of Australia where they wish to make 
field observations, to stay with them whilst the 
work is done, and then to return them to a 
suitable point on the coast. The preliminary 
itinerary is as follows: 


Depart Sydney early April 


Townsville mid April 
Thursday Island : mid May 
Darwin end May 
Broome mid June 
Fremantle mid July 
Geelong mid August 
Hobart end August 
Sydney mid September 


Expressions of interest in participating in 
this venture should be directed to: 


Donald R. Richards 


Chairman 

Oceanic Research Foundation 
PO Box 247 

WINDSOR NSW 2756 


SMITHSONIAN 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 


The Smithsonian Institution announces its 
research fellowships for 1989-1990. 
Smithsonian Fellowships are awarded to support 
independent research in residence at the 
Smithsonian in association with the research 
staff and using the Institution's resources. 
Predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowship 
appointments for six to twelve months and 
graduute student appointments for ten weeks 
ure awarded. One of the areas in which 
proposals for research may be made is: 
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behaviour and 


Biological Sciences: Animal 
pathology ; ecology; 


environmental 
studies; evolutionary biology; marine 
biology; natural history; paleobiology; 


systematics; and tropical biology. 


Applications are due January 15, 1989. 
Stipends supporting these awards _ are: 
$25,000 per year plus allowances for senior 
postdoctoral fellows; $20,000 per year plus 
allowances for postdoctoral fellows; $12,500 per 
year plus allowances for predoctoral fellows; 
and $3,000 for graduate students for the 
ten-week tenure period. Pre-, post-, and 
senior postdoctoral stipends are prorated on a 
monthly basis for periods less than one year. 


Awards are based on merit. Smithsonian 
fellowships are open to all qualified individuals 
without reference to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, or condition of handicap 
of any applicant. For more information and 
application forms, please write: Smithsonian 
Institution, Office of Fellowships and Grants, 
7300 L'Enfant Plaza, Washington, DC 20560. 
Please indicate the particular area in which 
you propose to conduct research and give the 
dates of degrees received or expected. 


SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGIST 


The Field Museum of Natural History 
seeks an outstanding scientist for a career 
track position as Assistant or Associate 


Curator of Insects in the Department of 
Zoology . The Field Museum's’ Entomology 
Collection contains more than 9 million 
specimens, and is particularly strong. in 
holdings of Coleoptern and leaf-litter 
arthropods. The successful candidate will: 


(i) have a PhD; (i) have demonstrated a 
productive research and field program in 
systematic or evolutionary entomology; and 
(ili) have experience with curatorial 
procedures and materials used in entomology 
collections. In addition to developing and 
maintaining a world-class, innovative research 
program, responsibilities include curation for 
some portion of the collection. The potential 
exists for participating in graduate’ and 
undergraduate training at the University of 
Chicago. Please send by 5 January 1989, a 
Curriculum Vitae, copies of publications, a 
statement of research objectives, and three 
letters of recommendation to Dr B. Chernoff, 
Chairman - Search Committee, Division of 
Fishes, Field Museum of Natural History, 
Roosevelt Road at Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, 
IL, 60605. The Field Museum of Natural 
History is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


REGIONAL COUNCILLORS 


QUEENSLAND . AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY new SOUTH WALES 

Miss M.A. Schneider Dr P. Cranston Dr 0.G. James 

Entomology Department CSIOR Division of Entomology Yanco Agricultural Institute 
University of Queensland GPO Box 1/00 NSW Department of Agriculture 
ST LUCIA QLD 4067 CANBERRA ACT 2601 YANCO NSW 2703 

(07) 3773656 (062) 465290 

Dr E. Hassan Dr J.C. Daly Associate Professor D.F. Hales 
Department of Plant Pathology CSIRO Division of Entomology Schoo! of Biological Sciences 
Queensland Agricultural College GPO Box 1700 MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY NSW = 2109 
LAWES QLD 4345 CANBERRA ACT 2601 
1075) 620285. (062) 465349763 Fax No. (02) 805 8245 

Mr M.F. Downes ERRITORY Dr D.J. Bickel 

Zoology Department vag he abe te Entomology Department 

James Cook University te Australian Museum 

TOWNSVILLE QLD 4811 on ah section PO Box A285 

(077) 814171 DARWIN. NT 5794 SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 2000 
TASMANIA (089) 221256 , 

‘oJ milan et Agr’ it a beat 

epartment of Agriculture r M. Braby 

PO Box 303 WESTERN AUSTRALIA Plant Research Institute 
DEVONPORT TAS _ 7310 31 Cotton Crescent Swan Street 

(004) 240236 BULLCREEK WA 6155 BURNLEY VIC 312" 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA (09) 368323200 Ss Eidsch ah 
Mrs A. Wells 
Zoology Department Mr D.M. Ewart 
University of Adelaide Ns Boge Bi 

Vv y 
TON) OSC BUNDOORA VIC 3083 
03) 4783 


Dr D.A. Mackay 

School of Biological Sciences 
Flinders University 

BEDFORD PARK SA 5042 


REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLORS 


ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
OF QUEENSLAND OF NEW SOUTH WALES OF VICTORIA 

Mr G. Daniels Mr J.A. Macdonald Mr K.L. Walker 

Entomology Department Biological and Chemical Research Inst. Entomology Section 
Univeristy of Queensland PMB No. 10 Museum of Victoria 


ST LUCIA QLD 4067 RYDALMERE NSW 2116 71 Victoria Crescent 
(07) 3773656 (02) 6839766 ABBOTSFORD VIC 306/ 


OVERSEAS CORRESPONDENTS 


HONGHARY MEMBERS SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 

ag egg, NEW GUINEA P.B. Carne AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SUPPLIES 
r M. Arura oy 1.F.8. Common BAYER AUSTRALIA LTD 

Bubia Agricultural Research Centre Or. J.W. Evans CIBA-GEIGY LTD 
a 73 Dr. E.N. Marks CYANAMID AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

Dr. K.R. Norris DOW CHEMICAL (AUST) LTD 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA Dr. C.N. Smithers F. & B. CHEMICALS PTY LTD 

ICI AUSTRALIA LTD 

NEW ZEALAND MACKERRAS MEDALISTS SHELL CHEMICAL (AUST) PTY LTD 
Mr J. Tenquist 1984 Dr J.A.L. Watson 
Wallaceville Animal Research Centre 1986 Dr R.W. Sutherst 
Private Bag 1988 Dr T.R. New 


Upper Hutt 
NEW ZEALAND 


